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Ince the Profitable Adven< 
- J tures that have gone abroad 
in the World, have n:ct with {o 
great Encourageme ;t, tho? the 
| higheſt advan cage they Can Nro- 
| pole, is an uncertain 1.0t for fluch 
| matters as Opintoa , not real 
; | worth, TIVES A value to; things 
| which it Pobtain? d, are as flitting, 
and fickle, as that Ch nance which 
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is to diſpoſe of them. I therefore 
pon my felf, vou will not 


e leſs kind to a Propoſition that *' 


comes attended with more cer- }. 
tain and ſubſtantial Gain ; whoſe | 


only deſign is to improve your 
Charms and heighten your Va- 
lue, by ſuftering you no longer 
to be cheap and contemptible. 
Its aim is to fix that Beauty, to 
make it laſting and permanent, 
which Nature with all the helps 


of Art cannot ſecure, and to 


place it out of the reach of Sick- 
neſs and Old Age, by transfer- 
ring it from a corruptible Body 


to an immortal Mind. An obli- 


ging Deſign, which wou'd pro- 
cure them zward Beauty, to 
whom Nature has unkindly de- 


nied the outward, and not permit * 


thoſe Ladies who have comely 


Bodies, to tarnifh their Glory * 


with 
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' with deformed Souls. Wou'd 
have you all be wits, or what is 


better, Wiſe. Raiſe you above 


: the Vulgar by ſomething more 
. truly i[[uſtrious, than a ſounding 


Title, or a great Eſtate, W ou'd 


; excite 1n you a generous Emula- 
\tion to excel in the beſt things, 


and not in ſuch 'Trifles as every 
mean perſon who has but Mony 
enough, may purchale as well as. 


'you. Not ſuffer you to take up 
: with the low thought of diſtin- 


guiſhing your ſelves by any thing 


chat is not truly valuable; and 


. procure you ſuch Ornaments as 
. all the Treaſures of the Izazes are 
not able to purchaſe. Wou'd help 
you to ſurpaſs the Men as much 
\in Vertue and Ingenuity, as you 
: do in Beauty ; that you may not 
{only be as lovely, but as wile as 
! Angels. Exalt and Eſtabliſh 
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your Fame, more than the beſt | 
wrought Poems and loudeſt Pa- 


megyricks, by ennobling your 
Minds with {ſuch Graces as real- 
Iy deſerve it. And inſtead of the 
Fuſtian Complements and Ful- 
fome Flatterics of your Admi- 
rers, Obtain for you the Plaudit 


of Good Men and Angels, and 


the approbation of Him who 
cannot err. In a word, render 
you the Glory and Bleſſing of the 
preſent Age, and the Admirati- 


on and Pattern of the next. 


And ſure, I ſhall not need 
many words to perſuade you to 
cloſe with this Propoſal, The 
very offer is a ſufficient induce- 


ment ; nor does it need the ſet- © 
oft *'s of Rhetorick to recommend: 


it, were I capable, which yet I 
am not, of applying them with 
the greateit force. Since you can't 

be 
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be ſo unkind to your ſelves, as 
co refuſe your real Intereſt, x 
only entreat you to be {o wiſe as 
to examine wherein 1t conſiſts; 
for nothing is of worſe conſe- 
quence than to be deceiv*d in a 
matter of ſo great concern. ?T's 
as little beneath your Grandeur 
a& your Prudence, to examine 
curiouſly what 1s 1n this caſe of- 
fer'd you, and to take care that 
cheating Huckſters don't impoſe 
upon you with deceitful Ware. 
This 1s a Matter infinitely more 
worthy your Debates, than whar 
Colours are moſt agreeable, or 
what's the Dreſs becomes you 
beſt? Your Glaſs will not do 


-. you half ſo much ſervice as a 


{erious reflection on your own 
Minds, which will diſcover Ir- 
regularities more worthy your 
Correction, and keep you from 
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being either too much elated or 
depreſs'd by the repreſentations 


of the other. . 7T'will not be near 
 ſoadvantageous to conſult with 


your Dancing-Maſter as with 


your own Thoughts, how you 


may with greateit exactneſs 
tread in the Paths of Vertue, 
which has certainly the moſt M:- 
tractive Air, and Wiſdom the 
moſt graceful and becoming 


Mien : Let theſe attend you,and 


your Carriage will be always 
well-compos'd, and ev'ry thing 

ou do will carry its Charm 
with it. No folicitude 1n the a- 
dornation of your ſelves is Q:f- 
commended, provided you em- 
ploy your care about that whicit 
is really your ſe!f; and do not 
neglect that particle of Divinity 


within you, which muſt furvive, 


and may (1f you pleate) be hap- 
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py and perfect, when it's unſuit- 
able and much inferiour Com- 
pamon 1s mouldring into Duſt. 
Neither will any pleaſure be de- 
nied you, who are only defir*d 
not to catch at the Shadow and 
let the Subſtance go. You ma 

be as ambirious as you pleaſe, ſo 
you aſpire to the beſt rhings; 
and contend with your Neigh- 
bours as much as you can,” that 
they may not out=do you in any 
commendable Quality. Let it 
never be ſaid, That they to 
whom pre-eminence 1s ſo very a- 
grecable, can be tamely content. 
that others ſhou'd. ſurpaſs them 
in this, and precede them in a 
better World ! Remember, I pray 
you, the famous Women of for-. 
mer Ages, the 0r:-d's of Tate, 
and the more Modern He- 
roins, and bluſh to think 
A +$-- now 
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how much is now, and will 
hereafter be ſaid of them, when 
you your lelves (as great a Fi- 
gure as you make) muſt be bu- 
ried in filence and forgetfulneſs ! 
Shall your Emulation fail zhere 
only where *tis commendable ? 
Why are you ſo prepoſteroully 
humble, as not to contend for 
one of the higne{t Manſions in 
the Court of Heavin? Believe 
me Ladies, this 1s the only P/ace 
worth contending for ; you are 
neither better nor Worie 1n your 
ſelves for going before, or com- 
ing aiter ow ; but you are really 
lo much the better, by how 
much the higher your {tation 1s 
in an Orb of Giory, How ean 
you be content to be in the 
World hke Tulips in a Garden, 
£0 make a fine ſpew and be good 
jor nothing ; have all your Glo- 
[1C9 
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ries ſet in the Grave, or perhaps 
much ſooner! What your own 
ſentiments are, I know not, but 
T can't withont pity and reſent- 
ment reflect, that thoſe Glorious 
Temples en which your kind 
Creator has beſtow?d fuch ex- 
quifite workmanſhip, ſhowd en- 


ſhrine no better than Fz2vptian 


Deities ; be like a garmiſh'd Se- 
pulchre, which tor all its glitter- 
ing, has nothing within bar em- 
prineſs or putr ctiction! What a 
pity 1t 15, that winlit your Beau- 
ty caits a luſtre all around you, 
your Souls which are Infrumeny 
more bright and radiant, of 
which it you had but a clear 
Kea, as lovely as it is, and as 
much as you now value it, you 
wowd then deſpiſe and neglect 
the mean Caſe that encloſes Xt } 
{ſhowd be iufter'd to over-run 
witl 
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12 A Seri0118 Propoſal 
with Weeds, lye fallow and ne- 
gleted, unader:'d with any 
Grace! Alth9* the Beauty of 
the Mind ts neceilary to ſecure 
thoſe Conqueſts which your 
Eyes have gaind, and Time 
that mortal Enemy to handſome 
Faces, has no infliience on a love- 
ly Soul, but ro better and 1m- 
prove it. For ſhame let's aban- 
don that 07d, and therefore one 
wou'd think, untaſhionable em- 
ployment of purſuing Butterflies 
and Trifles! No longer drudge 
on in the dull beaten. road of 
Vanity ana Folly, which ſo ma- 
ny have gonz before us, but 
dare to break the enchanted 
Circle that cuitom has plac'd us 
in, and ſcorn the vulgar way of 
nuitating all the Impertinencies 
of our Neighbours. Let us learn 
to pride our {elves 1n ſomething 
more 
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raore excellent than the inven- 
tion of a Faſhion; And not en- 
tertain ſuch a degrading thought 
of our own worth, as to imagt 
that our Souls were given us A 
ly for the {ſervice of our Bodies, 
and that the beſt improvement 
we can make of theſe, 1s to at- « 
tract the Eyes of Men. We value 
them too much, and our /elves 
too-little, if we place any part 
of our deſert in their Opinion ; 
and don't think our ſelves capa- 
ble of Nobler Things than the 
pitiful Conqueſt of ſome worth- 
leſs heart, She wo has oppor- 
tunities of making an intereſt in 
Heaven, of obtaining the love. 
and admiration of GOD and An- 
gels, 1s too prodigal 0 5t 2er Time, 
and Lnjurious to her Charms, to 
throw tnem away on vain inſic- 
nificant men. She need not make 
ner 
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her ſelf ſo cheap, as to deſcend 
to court their Applauſes; for at 
the greater diſtance ſhe keeps, 
and the more {he is above them, 
the more eftectually ſhe ſecures 
their eſteem and wonder. Be 
ſo generous then Ladies, as to 
do nothing unworthy of you ; {6 
true to your Intereſt, as not to 
leſſen your Empire, and depre- 
cilate your Charms. Let not 
your "Thoughts be wholly buſted 
in obſerving what reſpect 1s paid 
you, but a part of them art leaſt, 
| in f{tndying to deſerve it, And 
” afterall, remember that Good- 
neſs 15 the trueſt Greatneſs ; ro 
be wile tor your ſelves the grea- 
teſt Wit; and 7har Beauty the 
| - molt deſirable winch will endure 
£O I\fernity. 

* Pardcn me the {ceming rude- 
neſs of tis Propoſal, which goes 
upon 
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fo the Ladies, 15 
upon a ſuppoſition that there's 
ſomething amiſs in you, which it 
is intended to amend. My de- 
ſign 15 not to expoſe, but to re- 
Gihe your Failures, To be ex- 
cmpt from miſtake, 1s a privi- 
lege few can pretend to, the 
greateſt is to be paſt Conviction, 
and too obſtinate to reform. E- 
ven the Mez, as exact as they 
wou'd ſeem, and as much as 
they civert themſelves with our 
Miſcarriages, are very often 
gmity of greater faults; and 
{uch, as conſidering the advan- 
tages they enjoy, are much more 
incxcuſable. But | will not pre- 
tend to corre<t their Errors, who 
cither arc, or at leaſt 797k them- 
{elves too wile to receive Inſtru- 
ction from a Womans Pen, My 
earneſt defi;c is, That you La- 
dies, would be as perfect and 
happy 
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happy as *tis. poſſible to be in 
this imperfect ſtate; for I love 

you too well to endure a ſpot up- 
on your Beauties, if I can by any 
means remove and wipe 1t oi. I 
would have you live up to the 
dignity of your Nature, and ex- 
preis your thanktulneſs to GOD 
for the beneiits you enjoy by a 
due improvement oi them : As 
I know very many of you do, 
who countenance that Piety 
which the men decry , and are 
the brighteſt Patterns of Religt- 
on that "the Age aftords ; ; "tis my 
orief that all the reſt of our Sex 
do not imitate ſuch Tluftrions 
Examples, and therefore T would 
have them encreas'd and ren- 
der'd more conſpicuous, that 
Vice being put out oi counte- 
Nance, ( becauſe Vertue is tie 
only ching 1 in faſhion)mev inealk 
Out 
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out of the World, and its dark- 
neſs be diſpelPd by the conflu- 
ence of ſo many ſhining Graces, 
The Men perhaps*will ery our 
that I teach you falſe Doctrine ; 
for becauſe by their ſeductions, 
{ome amongſt us are become ve- 
ry mean and contemptible, they 
would fain perſuade the reſt to 
be as deſpicable and forlorn as 
they. We're indeed oblig'd to 
them for their management, in 
endeavouring to make us ſo,who 
_ uſe all the artifice they can to 
ſpoil, and deny us the means of 
improvement. So that inſtead of 
inquiring why all Women are 
not wiſe and good, we have rea- 
ſon to wonder that there are any 
ſo. Were the Men as much ne- 
clected, and as little care taken 
to cultivate and improve them, 
verhaps they wou'd be fo far 
from 
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from ſurpaſſing thoſe whom they 
now deſpiie, that they them- 
ſelves wou'd ſink into the great- 
eſt tupidity and brutality. The 
prepolterous returns that the 
moſt of them make, to all the 
care and pains that 1s beftow*d 
on them, renders this no uncha- 
ritable, nor improbable Conje- 
Eture. One wou'd therefore al- 
moſt think, that the wile diſpo- 
{er of all things, foreſecing how 
unjuſtly Women are denied op- 
portunities of improvement from 
without, has therefore by way of 
compenſation endow'd them 
with greater propenſions to Ver- 
tue, and a natural goodneſs of 
Temper within, which if duly 


manag'd, would raiſe them to 


the moſt eminent pitch of hero- 
ick Vertue. Hither Ladies, I 


defire you wou'd aſpire, *tis a 


noble 
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noble and becoming Ambition, 
and to remove ſuca Obitacles as 
lye in your way, is the deſign of 
this Paper, We will therefore 
enquire what it 1s that ftops your 
fight, that ke=ps you groveling 
here below, like Dowzt7ap catch- 
ing Flies, when you {hould be 
bufied in obtaining Empires? 
Altho? it has been {aid by Men 


of more Wit than Wiſdom, and 


perhaps of more malice than et- 


ther, that Women are naturally 


incapable of aQing Prudently, 
or that they are neceſſarily deter- 
mined to folly, TI mult by no 
means grant it; that Hypotheſis 
would render” my endeavours 
impertinent, for then it would 


be in vain to adviſe the one, or 


endeavour the Reformation of 
the other. Beſides, there are 
Examples in all Ages, which fut- 
hciently 
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ficiently confute the Ignorance 


and Malice of this Aſſertion. 


The Incapacity, if there be 
any, 1s acquired not natural ; and 
none of their Follies are ſo nece{- 
ſary, but that they might avoid 
them if they pleas'd themſelves. 


Some diſadvantages indeed they 


labour under, and what theſe 
are we ſhall ſee by and by, and 
endeavour to ſurmount; but Wo- 
men need not take up with mean 
things, ſince (if they are not 
wanting to themſelves) they are 
capable of the beſt. Neither 
God nor Nature have excluded 
them from being Ornaments to 
their Families, and uſeful in their 
Generation ; there is therefore 
no reaſon they ſhould be con- 
tent to be Cyphers in tie World, 
uſeleſs at the beſt, and in a litre 
time a burden and nuifance to 
al 
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all about them. And ?ris very 
great pity that they who are ſo 
apt to over-rate themſelves in 
ſmaller Matters, ſhou'd, where 
it moſt concerns them to know 
and ſtand upon their Value, be 
ſo inſenſible of their own worth. 

The Cauſe therefore of the 
detects we labour under is, if 
not wholly , yet at leaſt in the 
firſt place, to be aſcribed to the 
miſtakes of our Education ; 
which like an Error in the firſt 
Concoction, ſpreads its 111 Influ- 
ence through all our Lives. 

The Soll is rich,and would, if 
well cultivated, produce a noble 
Harveſt ; if then the Unskilful 
Managers, not only permit, but 
incourage noxious Weeds, tho? 
we ſhall ſuffer by their Neglect, 
yet they ought not 1n juſtice to 
blame any but themſelves, if 
they 
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they reap the Fruit of this their 
fooliſh Conduct, Women are 
from their very Infancy debar'd 
thoſe Advantages,with the want 
of wizich they are afterwards re- 
proached, and nurſed up in thoſe 
Vices which will hereafter be 
upbraided to them. So partial 
are Men as to expect Brick 
where they afford no Straw 
and ſo abundantly civil as to: 
take care we ſhowd make good 
that obliging Epithet of Jemorart,. 
which-out of an exceſs of good 
Manners, they are pleas*d tor 
beſtow on us !. 

One would be apt to think 
indeed, that Parents ſhou'd take 
alt pothble care: of their Chil- 
drens Education',, not only for 
55et# ſakes , but even for their 
*v#,. And- tho? the' Son convey 
the Mane to Poſterity ,, yet cer- 
: tain]y} 
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z tainly a great Part of the Honour 
* oftheir Families depends on their 
Daughters. ?Tis the kindneſs of 
Education that binds our duty 
jaſteit on us : For the being in- 
- ftrumental to the bringing us 1n- 
' to the World, is no matter of 
choice, and therefor e the leſs ob- 
ging ; But to procure that we 
may live wiſely and happily in 
t, and be capable of endleſs Foys 
_ cafter, 15 a beneht we'can ner 
ver ſufficiently acknowledge. 
Fo introduce poor Children' in- 
- to the World, and neglect to 
. Tence them againſt the temptati- 
ons of it, and ſo leave them ex 
pos'd to temporal and eternal 
Miſeries ,, 1s a wickedneſs for” 
which I want a Name ;: *tis be- 
; neath Brutality , the Beaſts ar& 
| better naturd, for they tale'car& 
| of their Ott- ſpring, till they are 
capable 
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capable of caring for themſelves. 
And, 1f Mothers had a due re- 
oard to theirPoſterity,how Great 
ſoever they are, they wou'd not 
think themſelves too Good to 
perform what Nature requires, 
nor through Pride and Delicacy 


=remit the poor little one to the 


care of a Foſter Parent. Or, if 
neceſſity inforce them to depute 
another to perform rhezr Duty, 


'— they wou'd be as choice at leaſt, 


in the Manners and Incl:nations, 
as they are in the complections of 
their Nurſes, leſt with their 
Milk they transfuſe their V ices 
and form in the Child ſuch evil 
habits as will not eaſily be eradi- 
cated. 

Nature as bad as it 1s, and as 
much as it 15 complain*d of, 1s fo 
far improveable by the grace of 


GOD, upon our honeſt and 


hearty 


2 5 ACT SC þ , a £ oe 0 OT NY Ke rY ow" "v red £4: Je Mic: ; " ; 
oo bay oY pou hey, Fo ow mw © £..Q ca. AE Mes 


Abd boils 6 5 
as | 


S 
) 
f 
] 
/ 
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hearty endeavours, that if we 


are not wanting to our ſelves, we 


! may all in ſozze, tho? not in an 
| equal meaſure, be inſtruments of 


his Glory, Bleſſings to this 
World, and capable of Eternal 
Blefledneſs in that to come. Bur 
if our Nature is ſpoiPd , inſtead 
of being improv*d at firſt; if 
' from our Infancy we are nurs'd 
| up in Ignorance and Vanity ; 


| are taught to be Proud and Pertu- 


| lant, Delicate and Fantaſtick, 


* Humorous and I:conſtant , *tis 


# not ſtrange that ie ill effects of 
} this Condutt 2anpear in +4] the 
future Actions of our [::-5. And 
: ſeeing it is Ignorance, +iher ha- 
! bitua2l or a&tual, which 13 the 
cauſe of all fin, how zre they 
$like ro eſcape 74s, who are bred 
Zup in that? That therefore Wo- 
{men are unprofitable to moſt, 
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$ 26 A Serious Propofal 
and a plague and diſhonour to | 
ſome men 1s not much to be re- » 
oretted on account of the Mez, 
mn "tis the product of their 
own folly, in denying them the 
benefits of an ingenuous and lt 
beral Education , the moſt effe- 
Qtual means to direct them into, | 
and to ſecure their progreſs 1n : 
the ways of Vertue. | 
For that Ignorance 1s the | 
cauſe of moſt Feminine V ices, | 
may be inſtanc'd in that Pride 
_ Vanity which is uſually im- ' 
ll puted to us , and which, I ſup- 
if pole, if throughly ſifted , will 
i appear to be ſome way or other, * 
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"if the riſe and Original of all the : 
(#\ reft. Theſe,tho? very bad Weeds, 1 
lj are the produtt of a good Soil, ® 1 
they are nothing elſe but Gene-# 
rofity degenerated and corrup- 
ted. A deſire to advance and! n 
perfect |. 


mo 


to the L alies. 27 
perfect its-Being , is planted by 
GOD 1n all Rational Natures, 
to excite them hereby to every 
- - worthy and becoming Action ; - 
> Hor certainly, next to the Grace 
of GOD, nothing does ſo pow- 
erfully reſtrain people from E- 
vil and ſtir them up to Good, as 
1 - a generous Temper. And there- 

' fore to be ambitious of perfeCti- 
ons 1s no faulr , tho? to aſſume 
the Glory of our Excellenctes to 
our ſelves, or to Glory 1n ſuch as 
we really have not, are. And 
. were Womens haughtineſs ex- 
| preſsd in diſdeiring to do a 
* mean and evil thing, wou'd 
; they pride themſelves in ſome- 
; what truly perfective of a Ratio- 
| nal Nature, there were no {urt 
Z in it, Þiit then thc oughc not 
| to be denie! the mcr1s of exa=- 
7 mining and judging what is io ; 
jy B 2 they 
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they ſhould not be impos'd on 
with tinſel ware. If by reaſon of 


a falſe Light, or undue Medium, 


they chuſe amiſs, theirs is the 
loſs, but the Crime is the Decei- 
vers. She who rightly under- 
ſtands wherein the perfection of 
her Nature conſiſts, will lay out 


her Thoughts and —_— in 
the acquiſition of ſuch Perfecti- | 


ons : But ſhe who is kept igno- 


rant of the matter, will take up 


with ſuch Objects as firſt offer 
themſelves, and bear any plauſi- 
ble reſemblance to what ſhe de- 
fires ; a ſhew of advantage being 
fufficient to render them agree- 
able baits, to her who wants 


Judgment and Skill. to diſcern 


between reality and pretence. 
From whence it eaſily follows, 
that ſhe who has nothing elſe to 
value her ſelf upon, will be 

proud 
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to the L adjes. 25: 
3 proud of her Beauty, or Money, 


* Y 
2 and what that can purchaſe; and 


& think her {elf mightily oblig*d to 
” him, who tells her ſhe has thoſe 
Perfettions which ſhe naturally: 
longs for. Her inbred ſelf-eſteem 
and defire of good , which are 
degenerated into Pride and mi- 
ſtaken Self-love, will eaſily open” 
her Ears to whatever goes about 
to nouriſh and delight. them ; 
and when a cunning defigning 
Enemy from without, has drawn - 
over to his Party theſe Traytors- 
within, he has the Poor unhappy 
Perſon at his Mercy , who now 
very glibly ſwallows down his 
Poyſon, becauſe *tis preſented in 
a Golden Cup , and creqdulouſly 
hearkens to the moſt diſadvanta-- 
g10us Propoſals, becaufe they 
come attended with a ſeeming 


4 


2 eſteem.She whoſe Vanuy makes 
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her ſwallow praiſes by the whole 
fale, without examining whe- 
ther "ſhe deſerves them, or from 
what hand they come , will 
reckon it but gratitude to think 
well of him who values her ſo 
much, and think ſhe muſt needs 
be mercitul ro the poor deſpair- 
ing Lover whom her Charms 
have reduc'd to die at her feet. 
Love and Honour are what eve- 
Ty ONE of us naturally eſteem ; 
they are excellent things in 
themſelves, and very worthy 
our regard, and by how much 
the readier we are to embrace 
what ever reſembles them, by 
{ſo mach the more danverous it 
1s that theſe venerable Names 
ſhould be wretchedly abus*d and 
aſtxr to their direct contraries, 
yet this is the Cuſtom of the 
World : And how can ſhe poſ- 
fibly 


44 
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ſibly detect the fallacy, who has 
no better Notion of either than 
what ſhe derives from Plays and 
Romances? How can ſhe be 
furniſhed with any ſolid Princi- 
ples whoſe very InſtruEtors are | 
Froth and emptincſs? Whereas 
Women were they rightly Edu- 
cated , had they obtair'd a well 
inform'd and diſccraing Mind, 
they would be proof againſt all 
theſe Batteries, {ee through and 
ſcorn thoſe little filly Artifices 
which are us'd to enſnare and 
deceive them. Such an one 
would value her felt only on her 
Vertue, and conlequently be 
moſt chary of what ſhe eſteems 
ſo much. She would know, that 
not what others ſay , but what 


ſhe her ſelf does, 1s the true 


Commendation and the only 
thing that exalts her ; the loud- 
B 4 elt 
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22 A Serious Propoſal 
eſt Encomiums being not half ſo 
{atisfa&tory, as the calm and ſe- 
cret Plaudit of her own Mind, 
which moving on true Principles 
of Honour and Vertue, wou'd 
not fail on a rcview of it felf to 
anticivate that delightiul Eulogy 
the {hail one day hear. 

Whence is it but from igno- 
Trance, from a want of Under- 
ſtanding to compare ard judge 
of things , to chuſe a right End, 
to proportion the Means to the 
Tind, and to rate evry thing ac- 
cording to its proper value, that 
we quit the Subſtance for the 
Shadow, Reality for Appear- 
ance, and embrace thoſe very 
things which if we underſtood 
we ſhouw'd hate and fly, but now 
are reconciPd ro, merely becouſe 
they ufurp the Name, tho” they 


have nothing of the Nature of 


thoſe 
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to the L ales. 33; 
thoſe venerable Objects we de- 
fire and ſeek ? Were it not for 
this deluſion, 1s 1t probable a 
Lady who paſſionately deſires to 
be admir'd, ſhou'd ever conſent 
to ſuch Actions as render her baſe 
and contemptible ? Wou'd ſhe 
be ſo abſurd as to think either to 
get love, or to keep it, by thoſe 
methods which occafion loath-- 
ing and conſequently end in ha-- 
tred? Wou'd ſhe reckon ita piece 
of her Grandeur, or hope to gain 
eſtcem by ſuch excelles as really 
letſen her in the. eyes of all con-- 
ſiderate and judicious perſons ? 
Wou'd ſhe be ſo filly as to Jook: 
big and think her {elf the bet- 
ter perſon, becauſe ſhe has more. 
Money to beitow profuſely, or. 
the good luck to have a more 1n-. 
genious Taylor. or Milliner than 
her Neighbour ? Wou*d ſhe who 
| B 5 by 
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by the regard ſhe pays to Wit 
ſeems to make ſome prerences to 
it, undervalus her Judgment ſo 
much as to {mit {itic Scurrilit 

and profan :vify Nonſenſe of 
men, whoſeForc- eads are detter 
than their Brains, to paſs under 
thatCharacter? Wot?d ſhe be ſo 
weak as toimagin thata fewairy 
Fancies joyn'd with a great deal 
of Impudence and 1[]-nature (the 
right definition of modern Wit) 
can beſpeak him a Man of ſenſe, 
who runs counter to all the ſenſe 
and reaſon that ever appear*d in 
the world ? than which nothing 
can be an Argument of greater 
thallowneſs,nnlefs it be to regard 
and eſteem him for it. Wou'd 
a woman, if ſhe truly underſtood 
Her ſelf, be atiected either with 
the praiſes or calumnies of thoſe 
worthleſs perſons, whoſe Lives 
are 


” waa 
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are a direct contradiction toRea- 
{on,a very ſink of corruption, by 
whom one wou'd bluſh to be 
commended, leſt they ſhou*d be 
miſtaken for Partners or Conni- 
vers at their Crimes ? Will ſhe 
who has a jot of diſcernment 
think to ſatisfy her greedy deſire 
of Pleaſure, with thoſe promiſing 
nothings that have again and a- 
gain deluded her ? Or will ſhe 
to obtain ſuch Bubbles, run the 
ri{que of forfeiting Joys, infi- 
nitely ſatisfying and eternal? In 
{um, did not 1gnorance impoſe 
on us, we would never laviſh 

ut the greateſt part of our Time 
and Care, on the decoration of 
a Tenement, in which our Leaſe 
is ſo very ſhort, and which for 
all our induſtry, may loſe 1t's 
Beauty e*er thatLeaſe be out,and 
in the mean while neglect a more 
olOrIOUsS 
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glorious and durable Manſion ! 
We wou'*d never be ſo curious of 
the Houſe azd ſo careleſs of the 
Inhabitant, whoie beauty 15 Ca- 
pable of great improvement and 
will endure for ever without d1- 
minution or Gecay ! 

Thus Ignorance and a narrow 
Education lay the Foundation 
of Vice, and Imitation and Cu- 
{tom rear it up. Cuſtom, that 
mercileſs torrent that carries all 
before it , and which indeed can 
be ſter*d by none but ſuch as 
have a great deal of Prudence 
and a roored Vertue, For *tis 
but Decorous that ſhe who 1s not 
capabie of giving better Rules, 
ſhowd follow thoſe ſhe ſees be- 
fore her, leaft ſhe only- change 
the inſtance and retain the ab- 
ſurdiry. *Twou'd puzzle a con- 
{iderate Perſon to account for all 
that 


2 
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that Sin and Folly that is 1n the 
World (which certainly has no- 
thing init ſelf to recommend 1t,) 
did not Cuſtom help to ſolve the 
difficulty, For Vertue without 
queſtion has on all accounts the 
preeminence of Vice , *tis abun- 
dantly more pleaſant in the Ac, 
as well as, more advantagtous in 
the Conſequences, as any one who 
will but rightly uſe her reaſon, in 
a ſerious reflection on her ſelf and 
the nature of things , may ealily 
perceive. ?T1s Cuttom therefore, 
that Tyrant Cuſtom, which is 
the grand motive to all thoſe ir- 
rational choices which we daily 
ſee made in the World, ſo very 
contrary to our preſext interelt 
and pleaſure, as wAl as to our Fu- 
ture. We think it an unpardon- 
able miſtake not to do as our 
neighbours do,and part with our 
Peace 
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Peace and Pleaſure as well as our 
Innocence and Vertue , meerly 
in complyance with an unreaſon- 
able Faſhion. And having inur'd 
our ſelves ro Folly, we know not 
how toquitit; we goonin Vice, 
not becauſe we find fatisfaction 
1n it, but becauſe we are unac- 
quainted with the Joys of Ver- 
tue. 

Add to this the hurry and noiſe 
of the World , which does ge- 
nerally fo buſy and pre-1ngage 
us, that we have little time and 
leſs inclination ro ſtand itill and 
reflect on our own Minds. Thoſe 
impertinent Amuſements which 
have ſeiz?d us, keeptheir hold fo 


well and ſo conſtantly buz about 
_ ourEars,that we cannot attend to 


the Dictates of our Reaſon , nor 
to the ſoft whiſpers and winning 
perſuaſives of the divine Spirit, 


by 
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by whoſe afliſtance were we dif- 
pos'd to make uſe of it,we might 
ſhake oft theſe Follies and regain 
our Freedom. But alas! ro com- 
plete our misfortunes, by a con- 
tinual application to Vanity and ' 
Folly, we quite ſpoil the contex- 
ture and frame of our Minds, ſo 
looſen and diſſipate, that :iorhing 
ſolid and ſubſtantial will {tay in 
them. By an habitual inadver- 
tency we render our ſelves 1nca- 
pable of any {erzous and improve- 
ing thought, till our minds them- 
ſelves become as light and frothy 
as thoſe things they are conver- 
ſant about. To all which, if we 
further add the great induſtry 
that bad people uſe to corrupt the 
go0d , and that unaccountable 
backwardneſs that appears in too 
many good perſons, to ſtand up 


tor and propagate the Piety they 


profeſs; 


fr 
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profeſs (ſo ſtrangely are things 
tranſpoſed, that Vertue puts on 
the bluſhes which belong to Vice, 
and Vice inſults with the autho- 
rity of Vertue!) and we have a 
pretty fair account of the Caules 
of our non-improvement, 

When a poor Young i ady 1s 
taught to value hcr felt on no- 
thing but her Cloaths , and to 
think ſhe's very tne when well 
accoutred ; When ſhe hears ſay, 
that 'tis Wiſdom enough for her 
to know how to dreſs her ſelf, 
that ſhe may become amiadle in 
his eyes, to whom 1t appertains 
to be knowing and learned ; 
who can blame her if ſhe lay out 
her Induſtry and Money on ſuch 
Accompliſhments,and ſometimes 
extends it farther than her miſ- 
informer defires ſhe ſhould ? 
When ſhe ſees the vain and the 
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gay , making Parade in the 
World and attended with the 
Courtſhip and admiration of the 
g4zing herd, no wonder tnat her 
tender Eyes are dazled with the 
Pageantry, and wanting Judg- 
ment to paſs a due Eſtimare on 
them and their Admirers, longs 
to be ſuch a tine and celebrated 
tizing as they ! What tho? ſhe be 
ſometimes told of another World, 
ſhe has however a more lvely 
perception of this, and-may well 
think, that if her Inſtructors 
were in earneſt when they tell 
her of hereafter, they would not 
be ſo buſted and concerned about 
what happens here. She 1s, it 
may be, taught the Principles 
and Duries of Religion, but not 
Acquainted with the Reaſons 
and Grounds -of them ; being 
told, *ris enough for her to be- 
lieve 
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| Hleve, to examine why, and 
wherefore, belongs not to her. 
And therefore, though her Piety 
may be tall and ſpreading, yet 
becauſe it wants foundation and 
Root, the firſt rude Temptation 
overthrows and blaſts 1t, or per- 
haps the ſhort liv*d Gourd decays 
and withers of its own accord. 
But why ſhould ſhe be blamed 
for ſetting no great value on her 
Soul, whoſe nobleſt Faculty, her 
Underſtanding is render*d uſeleſs 
to her ? Or cenſur*d for relinqui- 
fhing a courſe of Life , whoſe 
Prerogatives ſhe was never ac- 
quainted with, and tho? highly 
reaſonable in it ſelf, was put upon 
the embracing it with as little 
reaſon as ſhe now forſakes it * 
For if her Religion it ſelf be 
taken up as the Mode of the 
Country, *tis no ſtrange ng 
tnat 
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that ſhe lays it down again in con- 
tormity to rhe Faſhion. Where- 
as ſhe whoſe Reaſon 1s ſufter?d 
to diſplay it ſelf, to inquire into 


the grounds and Motives of Re- 


lIigion, to make a diſquiſition of 
its Graces and ſearch out its hid- 
den Beauties ; who is a Chriſtian 


_ out of Choice, not in conformity 


to thoſe among whom ſhe lives ; 
and cleaves to Piety, becaule tis 
her Wiſdom, her Intereſt, her 
Joy, not becauſe ſhe has been 
accuſtom?d to it ; ſhe who is not. 
only eminently and unmoveably 
go0d, but able to give a Reaſon 
why ſhe is fo; is too firm and ſtable 
to be mov?d by the pitiful Al- 
jurements of ſin,too wile and too 
well bottonn*d to be undermin*'d 
and ſupplanted by the ſtrongeſt. 
Efto:ts of Temntation. Doubt- 
lels a truly Chrittian Lite re- 
quires 
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44 A Serious Propoſal 
quires a clear Underſtanding as 
well as regular Aﬀections , that 
both together may move the 
Will to a direCt choice of Good 
and a ſtedfaſt adherence to 1t. 
For tho? the heart may be honeſt, 
it is but by chance that rhe Will 
is right if the Underſtanding be 
ignorant andCloucy, And what's 
the reaſon that we ſometimes 
ſee perſons unhappily falling off 
irom their Piety , but becauſe 
*twas their Aﬀections , not 
their Judgment , that inclin'd 
them to be Religious ? Reaſon 
and Truth are firm and immuta- 
ble, ſhe who bottoms on them 1s 
on ſure ground; Humour and In- 
Clination are ſandy Foundations, 


and ſhe who is ſway*d by her 
AﬀeCtions more than by her 


Judgment, owes the happineſs 
of her Soul in a great meaſure to 
the 
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0 the Lates. 45 | 
the temper of her Bodly; her Piety | 
may perhaps. blaze higher but 
will not laſt ſo !o5nz, Por the 
| Afﬀections arevarioius and change- 
able mov*d by every Object, and 
| thelaft comer ealily undoes what- 

ever its Predeceilor had done be- 
fore, Such Perſons are always 
! in extreams, they are either vio- 
lently good, or quite cold and 
indifterent ; a perpetual trou- 
ble to themſelves and others, by 
indecent Raptures,or unneceſſary 
Scruples ; there 1s noBeauty and 
order in their lives , all 15 rapid 
and unaccountable ; chey are 
2 now very furious in ſuch a courſe, 
2 but they cannot well rell why, 
2 andanon as violent in the other 
s Axtream. Having more Heat than. 
& Light, their Zeal out-runs their 
= Knowledge and inſtead of repre- 
Y {cnting Piety as it 1s 1a it ſelf, the 
moſt 
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molt lovely and inviting thing 
imaginable , they expoſe it to 
the contempt and ridicule of 
the cenſoriotis World. Their De- 
votion becomes ricketed, {tarv*d 
and contracted in ſome of its 
vital parts, and diſproportioned 
and over-grown 1n leſs material 
inſtances ; whilſt one Duty is 0- 
ver-done to commute for the neg- 
lect of another, andthe miſtaken 
perſon thinks the being often 
on her knees, attones for all the 
miſcarriages of her Converſa- 
tion : Not conſidering that *tis 
in vain to petition for thoſeGraces 
which we take no care topractice, 
and a mockery to adore thoſe 
Perfections we run counter to, 
and that the true end of all our 
Prayers and external Obſervances 
is to work our minds into a truly 
Chriſtian temper, to obtain for 

| us 
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us the Empire of our Paſſions, 
and to reduce all irregular In- 
clinations, that ſo we may be as 
like GOD in Purity, Charity, 
and all his imitable excellences, 
as 15 conſiſtent with the 1mper- 
fection of a Creature. 

And now having diſcovered 
the Diſeaſe and its cauſe, *tis 
proper toapply a Remedy ; ſingle 
Medicines are too weak to cure 
ſuch complicated Diſtempers, 
they require a full Diſpenſatory ; 
and what wou'd a good Woman 
refuſe to do, could ſhe hope by 
that to advantage the greateſt 
part of the world, and improve 
her Sex in Knowledge and true 
Religion ? I doubt not Ladies, 
but that the Age, as bad as it is, 
affords very many of you who 
will readily embrace, whatever 


has a true tendency to the Glory 
of 
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of GOD and your mutual E- 
dification, to revive the antient 
Spirit of Piety in the World and 
to tranſmit it to ſucceedingGene- 
rations. TI know there are many 
of you who ſo ardently love God, 
as to think no time too much to 
ſpend in his ſervice,nor any thing 
too difficult to do for his ſake; 
and bear ſuch a hearty good-will 
to your Neighbours,as to grudge 
noPrayers grPains to reclaim and 
1mprove them. I have therefore no 
more to do but to make the Pro- 
poſal,to prove that it will anſwer 
theſe great and good Ends, and 
then *twill be eaſy to obviate the 
Objections that Perſons of more 
Wit than Vertue may happen to 
raiſe againſt ir. 

. Now as tothePropoſal,it is to 
ere a Mozaſtery, or if you will 
(to avoid giving offence to the 
{crupulous 
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ſcrupulous and injudicious , by 
names which tho* innocent in 
themſelves, have been abus'd by 
ſuperſtitious Practices,) we will 
call it a Religious Retirement, and 
ſuch as ſhall have a double aſpeQ, 
being not only a Retreat from 
the World for thoſe who deſire 
that advantage, but likewiſe, 
an Inſtitution and previous diſci- 
pline, to fit us to do the greateſt 
good 1n 1t ; ſuch an Inſtitution as 
this o I do not mightily deceive 
my ſelf,) would be the moſt pro- 
bable merhod to amend the pre- 
ſent and improve the f1ture Ape. 
For here, tivle wiic are con- 
vinc'd of the emptineſs of earthly 
Enjoyments, who are ſick of the 


'vanity of the world and its i1m- 
*pertinencies, may find more ſubs 
| ſtantial and ſatisfying entertain- 


ments, and need not be confin'd 
C nn 
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to what they juſtly loath. 'T hoſe 
who are deſirous to know andfor- 
tify their weak fide, firit do good 
to themſelves,that hereafter they 
may be capable of doing more 
g00d toothers; or for their greater 
ſecurity are willing to avoid 
temptation, may get out of that 
danger which a, continual ſtay 
in view of the Enemy , and the 
familiarity and unwearied appli- 
cation of the Temptation may 


expole them to ; and gain an op- | 


portunity to look 1ntothemſelves 
tebe acquainted at home and no 
longer the greateſt ſtrangers to 
their own hearts. Such as are 
willing in a more peculiar and 
undiſturb*d manner , to attend 
the great buſineſs they came into 
the world about, the ſervice of 
_ GOD and improvement of their 
own Minds,may find a conveni- 
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ent and bliſsful receſs from the 


noiſe and hurry of the world. A 
world {o cumberſom, 1o infe&ti- 


ous,that altho? thro? the grace of 


GODand their own fi i% warch- 
tulneſs, they are -pt trom fink- 
ing down into is corruptions, 
twill however damp their flight 
to heav'n, hinder them from at- 
taining any eminent pitch of 
Vertue. 

You are therefore Ladies, i 11- 
vited into a place, where you 
ſhall ſuffer no oriier confinement, 
but to be k: 1 out of the. road 
of fin: You ſho! not be depriv?d 
of your grandeur It only ex- 
change the vain Fomps and Pa- 
gcantry of the worit, empty 
Titles and Forms of Stare, tor 
the true and ſolzd Greatnels of 
being abie to deſpiſe them. You 
will only quit the Chat of n- 
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ſignificant people for an inge- 
nious Converſation ; the froth 
of flaſhy Wit for real Wiſdom ; 
' idle tales for inſtructive dit- 
courſes. The deceitful Flatteries 
of thoſe who under pretence of 
loving and admiring you, really 
ſerved their owz baſe ends, for the 
ſeaſonable Reproofs and whol- 
ſomCounſels of your hearty well- 
wiſhers and affectionate Friends; 


which will procure you thoſe | 


perfections your feigned lovers 
pretended you had, and kept 
you from obtaining. No uneaſy 


task will be enjoyn'd you, all | 


your labour being only to pre- 
pare for the higheſt degrees of 
that Glory, the very loweſt of 


which is more than. at preſent } 


you are able to conceive, and 
the proſpect of it ſufficient to 


out-weigh all the Pains of Re- | 
ligion | 
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1:g10n, were there any in it, as 
really there 1s none. All that is 
requir*d of you, 1s only to be as 


happy as pdflibly you can, and: 


to make ſure of a Felicity that 


will fill all the capacities of your: 
Souls ! A happineſs, which when: 
once you have taſted, yowll be: 
fully. convinc'd, you cou'd ne-: 


ver do too much to obtain it, 
nor be too lolicitous to adorn 


yourSouls, with ſuch tempers and - 


diſpoſitions, as will at preſent 


' make you in ſome meaſure, ſuch - 


holy and Heavenly Creatures, as 
you one day hope to be ina more 
perfe& manner ; without which 
Qualifications you can neither 
reaſonably -xpect, nor are capable 
of enjoying the Happineſs of the 


Life to come. Happy Retreat !: 
which will be the introducing 
you into ſuch a Paradiſe as your. 


C 3} Mother. 
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Mother Eve forfeited, waere 
you-thall feaſt on Pleaſur es, that 
do not like thoſe of the World, 
diſappoint your expeRtarions, 
pall your Appetites, and by the 
diſguſt rhey give you put you on 
rhe fruitleſs ſearch after new De- 
lights, which when obtain*d are 

as em pty as the former ; but fuch 
as w1ll make you tral; happy zo, 


and prepare you to be perfectly fo 


hereafter. Here are no Serpents 
to deceive you, whilſt you enter- 
tain your ſelves in thele delicious 
Gardens. No Provocations wlll 
be given in this Amicable Society, 


but to Love and to good Works, 


which will afford ſuch an enter- 
taining employment, that you'll 
have as feels inclination 25 leiſure 
to purſue thoſe Follies which in 
the time of your ignorance paſsd 
with you under thi 1ename of love, 

altho? 
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alto? there 1s not in nature two 
more diferent things, than rrze 
Love, and that vrutiſh Paſſion 
which pretends to ape it. Here 
will be no Rivalling bur for the 
loveofG OD, no Ambition but 
to procure his Favour, to which 
nothing will more cftectually re- 
commend you, than a great and 
dear afteCtion to each other.Envy 
thatCanker,w1ll not here diſturb 


your Breaſts ; for how can ſhe 


repine at anothers wel-fare, who 
reckons it the greateſt part of 
her own ? No Covetouſneſs will 
31 admittance in this bleſt 
abode, bur to amaſs huge Trea- 
{ures of good Works, and to pro- 
cure one of the brighteit Crowns 
of Glory. You.will not be folt- 
citor:s to encreaſe your Fortunes 
but to enlarge your Minds, e- 


ſteeming no Grandeur like being 


C4 conforn- 
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conformable to the meek and 
humble JESUS. So that you on- 
ly withdraw from the noiſe and 
trouble, the folly and temptation 
of the worid, that you may more 
peaceably enjoy your ſelves, and 
all the innocent Pleaſures it 1s a- 
ble to afford you, and particular- 
ly that which is worth all' the 
reſt, a Noble , Vertuous and 
Diſintereſs*d Friendſhip. And to 
compleat all, that Acme of delight 
which the devout Seraphic Soul 
enjoys,when dead to the Wortd, 
ſhe devotes her ſelf entirely to the 
Contemplation and fruition oft her 
Beloved ; when having diſen- 
gag*d her ſ{clt trom all thoſe Lets 
which hindred her from withour, 
ſhe moves in a direct and vigo- 
rous motion towards her true and 
only Good, whom now ſhe em- 
braces and acquieſces in with 
ſuch 


to the Þ antes. 


ſuch an unſpeakable pleaſure, as 
1s OnN:y intelligible to them who 
have tried and felt it, which we 
can 10 more deſcribe to the dark 


and ſenſual part of Mankind, 


thanwecan the beauty ofColours 


and harmony of Sounds to the 


Blind and Deaf. In fine, the 


place to which you are invited - 
is a Type and Antepaſt of Hea-- 
V'n , where your Employment: 
will be as there , to magnity. 
GOD, to love one another, and- 


to communicate that uſeful kzow- 


{eage,which by the due improve-- 
ment of your time in Study and. 


Contemplation you will obtain, 


and which when obtaurd , will : 
aftord you a much {weeter and. 
durable delight, than all thoſe. 


pitiful diverfions,thoſe revellings 
and amuſemens, which now thro? 
your 1gnorance of-better, appear 

C5 the 
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the only grateful and rcliſhing 
Entertainments, 

But bec:::{s we were not made 
for our ſelv: <, Nor Can by any 
means ſo c'icctally glort! yG OD 
and do ©5ud io our own Sculs, 
as by doing Offices of Charity 
and ine 3: ence to others ; and 
to tne inten Lc tat every Vertue, 
and the highno#t; degrees of every 
Vertue, Mm 0] be” crercisd and 
promoted ihe moſt : ho 'r may be; 


q ... your Retreat {hall he {5 manag'd 


as not toexciude the - cl Works 
of an Adrive, froin the pleafure 
and ſerenity of a Co? =p larive 
Life, but by a due mixture of 
both retain all the adv antages 
and avoid the 1inconveniencies 
that attend either, It jhe'] not 
{o cur you oft from the world as 
to hinder you from bettering and 
improving 1t, but rather qualify 
you 


you to do it the greateſt Good, 
and be a Seminary tO ſtock the 
Kingdom with pious and prudent 


Ladies, whoſe good Example it 


is to be hop*d, will ſo influence 
the reſt of cheir Sex, . 20m Wo- 
men may no longer paſs tor thoſe 
little uſeleſs; ahd i impertinent Ani- 
mals, which the ill condutt of too 
many has caus'd 'em to be mt- 
itaken for. 

We have hitherto conſider?d 
our Retirement only in relation 
to Religion, which 15 indeed its 
main, [ may fay 1ts only defign ; 
nor can this be thouglt too con- 
tracting a word, ſince Religion 
is the adequate buſineſs of our 
lives, and largely conſider*d,takes 
in all we have to do, nothing 
being a fit employment tor 
rational Creature, wliich has _ 
cither a direct or remo'e tendency 
ro 
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to this great and ozly end. But 
becauſe, as we have all along 
obſery*d, Religion never appears 
in it's true Beauty, but when it 
is accompanied with Wiſdom 
and Diſcretion ; and that with- 
out a good Underſtanding, we 
can ſcarce be zruly , but never 
eminently Good ; being liable to 
a thouſand ſeduttions and mi- 
{takes ; (for even the men them- - 
ſelves, if they have not a com- 
petent degree of Knowledge, 
are carried about with every 
wind of Doctrine) Therefore, 
one great end of this Inſtitution 
ſhall be, to expel that cloud of 
ignorance which Cuſtom has 1n- 
volv*d us in, to furniſh our minds 
with a ſtock of ſolid and uſeful 
Knowledge, that the Souls of 
Women may no longer be the 
only unadorn'd and neglected 
things. 


to the Ladies. 6x A 
things. It is not intended that | 
our Religious ſhou'd walte their 
time, and trouble their heads a- 
bout ſuch unconcerning matters, 
as the vogue of the world has 
turn'd up for Learning ; the im- 
pertinency of which has been ex- 
cellently expos'd by an ingenious 
Pen, but buſy themſelves 1. ay, 
in a ſerious enquiry af- Corda of 
ter zeceſſary and perſe- #m-Lye. 
Five truths, ſomething which it 
conceras them to know,and which 
tends to their real intereſt and 
perfection, and what that is the 
excellent Author juſt now men- 
tion'd will ſufficiently inform 
them. Such a courſe of Study 
will neither be roo troubleſome 
nor out of the reach of a Female 
Virtuoſo ; for it 15 not intended 
ſhe ſhowd ſpend her hours in 
learning words but things, and 
therefore 


j 
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therefore no more Languages 
than are neceſſary to acquaint her 
with uſcful Authors, Nor need 
ſhe trouble her ſelf in turning o- 
ver a great number of Books,but 
takecaretounderſtand and digeſt 
a few weil-cholen and good ones, 
Let ker bur obtain right Ideas, 
and be truly 2cquarnred with the 
nature of thoſe Objects tht pre- 


ſent themſelves to her mind, and 


then no mattcr whether or no ſhe 
be abie to tell what fanciiul peo- 
ple have ſaid about rhem : And 
throughly to underfiand Carſt- 
anity as-profets' by une Charch 
of Emland, vill be ſufficient to 
confirm her in the truth, tho? ſhe: 
have not a Catalogue of thoſe 
particular errors which oppoſe 
it. Indeed a Learned Education 
of the Women will appear fo un- 
falhionable,that I began to tiertle 

| art 
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at the ſingularity of the propoſiti- 


on, but was extremely pleas. 


when I found a late INgenious 
Author (whoſe Book I met with 
{ince the writing of this) agree 
wih me 1n my Opinion. For 
ſpeaking of the Repute that 
Learning was In . wy. Re 
about 150 years fl-@. on Art. ard 
ago, It was {o very Vol learn.p.349, 
modiſh (fays he) 
that the fair Sex (eer:d to believe 
;hatGreek andLatin «7aded to their 
Charms; axd Plato ad Ariltotle 
untranſlated , were frequent Orna- 
_— of their Cloſets. Oe won'd 

ink by the effetis , that it was a 
Fe: ner way of Edacating the, (ince 
there are 20 accounts 2. s Hiſtory of 
fo many great 04208 {ALany 02 
Age, as are to be found vet ween - :he 
Years 5 and 1600, 

For ſince GO D has given 
Women 
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Women as well as Men intel- 

lIigent Souls , why ſhould they 
be forbidden to improve them ? 
Since he has not denied us the 
faculty of Thinking, why ſhowd 
we not (at leaſt in gratitude to. 
him) employ our Thoughts on 
himſelf their nobleſt Object, and 
not unworthily beſtow them on 
Trifles and Gaities and ſecular 
Aﬀairs ? Being the Soul was 
created for the contemplation of 
Truth as well as for the fruition 
of Good, is it not as cruel and un-. 
juit to preclude Women from 
the knowledge of the one as trom 


the enjoyment of the other ? | 


Eſpecially ſince the Will 1s blind, 
and cannot chuſe bur by the di-: 
rection of the Underſtanding ; 
or to. ſpeak more properly, ſince. 
the Soul always W:{s according 


| as ſhe Underſtands, 1o that if 


ſhe 
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ſhe underſtands amiſs, ſhe Wills 
amiſs. Andas Exerciſe enlarges 
and exalts any Faculty, ſo thro? 
want of uſing ,it becomes crampt 
and leflened ; if therefore we 
make little or no uſe of our 
Underſtandings,we ſhall ſhortly 
have none tc uſe ; and the more 
contracted and unemploy*d the 
deliberating and directive Power 
1s, the more liable is the elective 
to unworthy and miſchievous 
options. What 1s it bur the 
want or an ingenious Education 
that renders the generality of 
FeminineConverſationsſoinfipid 
and fooliſh and their ſolitude ſo 
inſupportadle? Learning is there- 
fore neceſſary to render them 
more agreeable and uſeful in 
company, and to furniſh them 
with becoming entertaiaments 
when alone, that fo they may 
not 
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not be driven to thoſe miſcrable 
{hitts, which too many nzake ule 
of to put off their Time, that pre- 
cious "Talent that never les on 
the hands of a judicious Perſon. 
And fince our Happineſs in the 
next world depends ſo far on 
thoſe diſpoſitions which we carry 
along with us out of this, that 
without a right habitude and 
temper of mind we are not 
capable of Felicity ; and ſeeing 
our Beatitude conſiſts in the con- 
templation of the divine Truth 


and Beauty, as well as 1n the 


fruition of his Goodneſs, can 
Tenorance be a fit preparative 
tor Heaven ? Igt likely that ſhe 
whoſe Underſtanding has been 
buſted about nothing but froth 
and trifles, ſhou'd be capable of 
delighting her ſelf in noble and 
{ublime Truths ? Let ſuch there- 
tore 
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fore as deny us the improvement 
of qur IntelleCtuais, either take 
up 41s Paradox,who ſaid 1hat HPo- 
men have no Souls, (which at this 
time a day, when they are ak 
low'd to Brutes, wou'd be as 
unphiſoſophical as it 15 unman- 

nerly,) or elſe let them permit 
us tocultivate and improve them. 
There 1s a fort of Learning 1n- 
ced which is worle than the 
-lowall Tgnorance : A woman 
may ſtudy Plays and Romances 
ail her days, and be a great deal 
more know ing, but never a jot - 
the wifer, Such a knowledge 
25 this ſerves 01 ly to initruct and 
put her forward in the practice 
of the greateſt Follies ; yet how 
can they juſtly blame her who 
forbid , or at leaſt won't afford 
opportunity of better ? A rational 
mind will be employ'd, it will ne- 
ver 
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ver be fatisfy*d in doing nothing, 
and it you neglect to furniſh 1t 
with good materials, *tis like to 
take up with ſuch as come to 
hand. | | 
We pretend not that Wo- 
men ſhou'd teach in the Church, 
or uſurpAuthority where it 15 not 
allow*d them ; permit us only to 
underſtand our owz duty , and 
not be forc*d to take it upon truſt 
from others ; to be at leaſt ſo far 
learned, as to be able to form in 
our mind a true Idea of Chriſti- 
anity , it being ſo very neceſſary 
to fence us againſt the danger of 
theſe /aſ# and perilous days , 1n 
which Deceivers,a part of whoſe 
Character is to /ead captive ſilly 
Women , need not creep znto 
Houſes ſince they haveAuthority 
to proclaim rheir Errors on the 
Houſe top. And let us alſo ac- 
quire 
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quire a truePractical Knowledge, 
ſuch as will convince us of the 
abſolute neceſſity of Holy Living 
as well as of Rzght Believing, and 
that noHereſy 15 more dangerous 
than that of an ungodly and 
wicked Life. And fince the 
French Tongue 1s underſtood by 
moſt Ladies, methinks they may 
much better improve it by the 
ſtudy of Philoſophy (as I hear 
the French Ladies do,) Des Cartes, 
Malebranche and others, than by 
reading idleNovels and Romances. 
"Tis ſtrange we ſhow'd be ſo for- 
ward to imitate their Faſhions 
and Fopperies, and have no re- 
gard to what really deſerves our 
Imitation ! And why ſhall it not 
be thought as genteel to under- 
ſtand French Philoſophy , as to 
be accoutred in a - French Moat ? 
Let therefore the famgus Madam 

D*acier, 
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Dyacter,,Fc. and our own incom- 
parable Orinda, excite the Emu- 
lation of the Engliſh Ladies. 

The Ladies Pm ſure, have 
no reaſon to diflike this Propoſal, 
butT know noFhow the Men will 
reſent it to have their encloſure 
broke down, and Women invited 
to taſt ol that Tireeot Knowledge 
they h:ve ſo lenz unjuttly mono- 
nag Ihe » icy muſt excuſe 

, If I be as partial tomy own 
Sex as they are to theirs, and 
think Women as capable of Lear- 
ning as Men are, and that it be- 
comes them as well. For I can- 
not imagin wherein the hurt lyes, 
if inſtead of doing miſchicf ro 
one another, by an uncharitable 
and vain Converſation, wo- 
men be enabled to inform and 
inſtruct rhoſe of their own Sex 
at leaft ; the Holy Ghoſt having 
lett 
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left it on record, that Pr i/c:ilfz, as 
well as her Husvand, catechis*d 
the eloquent Apollos,and the great 
Apoſtic tound .no fault with her, 
It will therefore þe very proper 
tor our- Ladies to ſpend part of 
their time 1n this Retirement, 1n 
adorning their minds with uſe- 
ful Knowledge. 

To enter into the detail of the 
particulars concerning the Go- 
vernment of the Re/z270us, their 
OiFces of Devotion, Employ- 
ments, Work, Oc. 1s not now 
neceſſary. Suffice it at preſent 
toſignity, that they will be more 
than ordinarily careful to redeem 
their Time,{pending no more of 
it on the Body than the neceſh- 
ties of Nature require, but by 
a judicious choice of: their Em- 
ploymentand a conſtant induſtry 
about it, ſo improve this uwva- 


luable 
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luable Treaſure, that it may 
neither be buried in Idleneſs, nor 
laviſÞtd out in unprofitable con- 
cerns, For a ſtated portion of it 
being daily paid to GOD in 
Prayers and Praiſes, the reſt ſhall 
beemploy*d in innocent, charita- 
ble, and uſeful Buſineſs ; either 
in ſtudy {in learning themſelves, 
or inſtructing otaers, for it 1s de- 
ſignd that part of their Employ- 
ment be theEducation of thoſe of 
their own Sex) or elle in ſpiritual 
and corporal Works of Mercy,re- 
lieving thePoor, healing the Sick, 
mingling Charity to the Soul 
with that they expreſs to the Bo- 
dy, inſtructing the Tgnorant, 
counſelling the Doubtful , com- 
forting the Afflicted,and correct- 
ing thoſe that err and do amiſs. _ 

And as it will be the buſineſs 

of their lives, their meat and 
drink 
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drink to kzow and 42 the Will of 
their Heavenly Father, ſo will 
they pay a ſtrict conformity to 
all the Precepts of their holy Mo- 
ther the Church, whole ſacred 
InjunEtions are too much negleQ- 
| ed, even by thoſe who pretend 
| thegreateſt zeal for her. For be- 
| ſides thedaily performance of the 

Publick Offices after the Cathe- 
| dral manner, in the moſt affe- 
__ mgandelevating way, the cele- 
|  bration of the Holy Euchariſt e- 
; very Lords Day and Holyday, 
| and a courſe of ſolid inſtructive 

Preaching and Catechizing ; our 
Religious, conſidering that the 
holy JESUS punctually ob- 
ſery*d the innocent uſages of the 
Jewiſh Church, and tho? in many 
| inſtances the reaſoz of the Com- 
; | . mand ceagd as to him, yet he 
wowd obey the /etter to avoid 

D giving © 
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giving offence and to ſet us an 
admirable pattern of Obedience; 
therefore, tho? it may be thought 
ſuch pious Souls have little occa- 
ſion for the ſeverities of faſting 
and mortification, yet they will 


conſider it as a ſpecial part of | 


their Duty, to obſerve all the 


Faſts of the Church, viz. Lext, | 


Ember , and Rogation-aays , Fri- 
aays and Vigils ; times: ſo little 
heeded by the moſt , that one 
wou'd ſcarce believe them let a- 
part for Religious Purpoſes, did 
we not find them in the antiqua- 
ted Rubricks. And as their De- 
votion will be regular, ſoſhall it 
likewiſe be ſolid and ſubſtantial. 
They will not reſt in the mere 
out-fide of Duty , nor fancy the 
performance of their Faſts and 
Offices will procure them licenſe 
to indulge a darling Vice. But 

2 having 
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having long ſince laid the Ax to 
the root of ſin, and deſtroy'd 
the whole body of it, they will 
look upon theſe holy times of re- 
colleion and extraordinary 
Devotion (without which Falt- 
ing ſignihes little) as excellent 
means to keep it down, and to 
pluck up every the leaſt Fibre 
that may happen to remain 1n 
them. But we intend not by this 
to impole any intolerable burden 
on tender Conſtitutions, know- 
img that our Lord' has taught us, 
that Mercy is to be prefer*'d be- 
fore Sacrifics : and that Bodily 
Exerciſe profiteth bur a little, the 
chief buſineſs-being to obtain a di- 
vine & God-like temper of Mind. 

And as this inſtitution will 
ſtrictly enjoyn all pious and pro- 
fitable Emvployments, ſo does it 


not only permit but recommend 
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lj 


harmleſs and ingenious Diverlſi- 
ons , Muſick particularly and 
ſuch as may refreſh the Body 
without enervating the mind. 
They do a diſſervice to Religion 
who make it an enemy to inno- 
cent Nature, and injure the Al- 
mighty when they repreſent him 


_ as impoſing burdens that are not 


to be boga. Neither GOD nor 
Wiſe men will like us the better 
for an affeQed ſeverity & waſpiſh 
ſourneſs. Nature and Grace will 
never diſagree, provided we 
miſtake not the one, nor indulge 
the petulancy of the other ; there 
being no Diſplacencies in Re- 
ligion, but what we our ſelves 
have unhappily made. For true 
Piety is the moſt ſweet and 
engaging thing imaginable, as it 
is moſt obliging to others , fo 
moſt eafie to our ſelves. ?Tis 
in 
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in truth the higheſt Epzcariſm, 
exalting ourPleaſures by refining 
| them; keeping our Appetites 
in that due regularity which not 
only Grace, but even Natureand 
Reaſon require , in the breach 
| of which tho? there may be a 
'\ Tranſport, there can be no true 

' and ſubftantial delight. 

As to Loaging, Habit and Det, 
| they may be quickly refolv*d on 
._ by theLadies who ſhall ſubſcribe; 
whoT doubt not will make choice 
| of whatis moſt plain and decent, 
what Nature, not Luxury re- 
| uires. And ſince neither Meat 
nor Cloaths commend us unto- 
| | GOD, they?ll content themſelves 
| with ſuch things as are fit and 
| 


convenient, without occaſioning: 
ſcruple to themſelves or giving: 

' any trouble or offence to others. 
| She who conſiders to how much 
1-3 better 
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better account that Money will 
turn which is beſtow*d on the 
Poor, than that which 1s laid out 
in unneceſſary Expences on her 
felt, needs no Admonitions a- 
gainſt ſupertiuities. Sie who 
rruly loves her ſelf, will never 
waſte that Money on a decaying 


Carkafſs, which if prudently dif- 


bursd wor'd procure her an e- 
ternal Manſion, Slie will never 
think her ſelf fo fine, as when rhe 
back of the Poor do blefs her ; 
and never feaſt ſo luxurioully 
as when ſhe treats an hungry 
perſon. No perfume will be 
thought ſo grateful as the Odour 
of Good Works; nor any Waſh 
{o beautifying as her own tears. 
For her Heroic Soul 15 too great 
ro ambition any Empire but that 
of her own Breaſt , or to regard 
any other Conqueſt than the rel- 


cung 


"wo 
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cuing poor unhappy Souls fron 
the ſlavery cf Sin and Satan,thoſe- 
only unſupportableTyrants; and 
therefore what Decays ſhe ob- 
ſerves in herface will be very un- 
concerning, but ſhe will with 
greateſt ſpeed and accuracy re- 
ctify the leaſt Spot that may 
prejudice the beauty of her love- 
ly Soul, 

In a word, this happy Society 
will be but one Body, whoſe 
Soul is love, animating and in- 
forming it, and perpetually 
breathing forth it ſelf in flames 
of holy deſires after GOD and 
acts of Benevolence to each other. 
Envy and Uncharitableneſs are 
the Vices only of little and nar - 
row hearts, and thercfore ?ris 
ſuppos'd , they will not enter 
here amongſt perſons whoſeDif- 
poſitions as well as their Births 
| D 4 are 
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are to be Generous. Cenſure will 
refine into Friendly Admonition, 
all Scoffing and offenſive Raille- 
ries will be abominated and ba- 
niſh'd hence, where not only the 
Words and Action, but even the 
very Thoughts and Deſires of 
the Religious tend to promote 
the moſt endearing Love and 


_ mniverſal Good-will ; Thus theſe 


innocent and holy Souls ſhow'd 
run their Race, meaſuring their 
hours by their Devotions, and 
their days by the charitable 
Works they do. Thus word 
they live thelife of Heaven whilſt 
on Earth, and receive an Earn- 
eſt of its Joys in their hearts. And 
now, what remains for them to 
doat Night, but to review the 
A&ions of the tay ? to examine 
what Paſſions have been ſtirring? 
How their Levotions were per- 
form*d ? 
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form'd? in what temper their 
Hearts are? what good they 
have done? and whar progreſs 
they*ve made towards Heaven ? 
and with the plaudit of a fſatisfi- 
ed Conſcience ſweetly to ſleep in 
peace and ſafety, Angels pitch. 
ing their Tents round about them, 
and he that neither ſlumbers nor 
ſleeps rejoycing over them to do 
them good. 

And tothe end that theſe great 
deſigns may be the better pur- 
{u'd and efteCtually obtain'd,care 
ſhall be taken that our Religious 
be under the tui:ion of perſons of 
irreproachable Lives, of a con- 
ſummate Prudence, - ſincere Piety 
and unaflected Gravity. No: 
Novices in Rel:210n, but ſuch as. 
have ſpent the greateſt part of 
their lives in the ftudy and pra-: 
tice of Chriitianity'; who have 
D pf lived: 
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hved much, whatever the time 
of their abods'i 1 the world has 
been. Whoſe Ur eritandn's are 
clear and <ompretic nfive, as s well 
as their Fe Bos a5 commer and 
Aﬀect* pb L321 ,& thou i -NOW- 
ledge at le to von their Zeal. 
Whoſe fer Yr 10 th2ir own 
hearts has been ſo exact, rhat 
they tully underſtand the weak- 
neffes of }urr: on Natui e, arc able 
to bear witi1 its defects, and by 
the moſt prudent metliods pro- 
cure its Amendment, Plentt- 
fully furni{Þd with inftructions 
for the Tgnorant , and comfort 
for the dilconſolate. Who know 
Gow to quicien the fiothiul, to 
.waken the ſecure, and ro diſpe! 
che doubts ct tiie Scrupulous. 
Who are not 1Tnorant when to 
uſe the Spur and when the Rein, 


but duly qualitied to miniſter to 
all 


. 


all the ſpiritual wants of thei 
Charge. Watching over their 
Souls wich tenderneſs and pru- 
dence ; appiying fhttingMedicines 
with {wecrneſs and attability. 
Sagacious-1n diſcovering the very 
approaches of a fault, wiſe in 
preventing, and charitable in 
bearing with all pityabie Infirmt- 
ties, The {weetnels of whoſe 
Nature 15 commeniurate to all the 
reſt of their good Qualities, and 
all conſpire togethzr to make 
them lov'd andreverenc*d. Who 
have the perfect government of 
themſelves, and therefore rule 
according to Reaſon not Hu- 
mour, conſulting the goo of the 
Society, not their own arbitrary 
{way. Yet know how to aſlert 
their Authority when there 1s 
juſt occaſion for it, and will not 
prejudice their Charge by an in- 
diſcreet 
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diſcreet remiſsneſs and looſning 
the Reins of diſcipline. But what 
occaſion will rhere be for rigour, 
when the deſign 1s to repreſent 
Vertuein all her Charms and na- 
tive Lovelineſs, which muſt needs 
attraCt the eyes, and enamour 
the hearts of all who behold her? 
To joyn the ſweetneſs of Huma- 
nity to the ſtrictneſs of Philo- 
ſophy, that both together being | 
improved and heighten'd by | 
egrace, may make up an accom- 
_plifÞ®d Chrijtiaz ,, who (lf truly 
ſo) is certainly the beſt-bred and 
beſt-natuir*d perſon in the world, 
adorn with a thouſand Charms, 
moſt happy in her ſelf and moft 
agreeable and bereficial to all 
She converſes with? And that 
every one who comes under this 
holy Roof may be iuch an ami- 
able, ſuch a charming Creature, 
what 
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what faults they bring with them 
ſhall be correted by ſweetneſs - 
not ſeverity.; by friendly Ad- 
monitions, not magiſterial Re- 
proofs ; Piery ſhall not be rough- 
ly impos*d,but wiſely infinuated, 
by a perpetual Diſplay of the 
Beauties of Religion in an exem- 
plary Converſation,the continual 
and moſt powerful Sermon of an 
holy Life. And fince Inclination 
can't be ford , and nothing 
makes people more uneaſy than 
the fettering themſelves with un- 7: 
neceſſary Bonds, there ſhall be - 
no Vows or irrevocable Obliga- 
tions, not ſo much as the fear of 
Reproach to keep ourLadies here 
any longer than they deſire. No : 
Ev*ry aCt of our Re/i270us Votary 
ſha!i be voluntary and free , and |; 
no other tye but the P!-afure,che {|| 
Glory andAdvantage of this "_ H 

ed [4 
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ſed Retirement to confine her to 
tt. 
' Andnow T ſuppoſe,yor'll ſave 
4 me the labour of proving, that | 
&; This Inflitution will very much. | 
F Aervethe ends of Picty and Cha- _ | 
rity ; it 15 methinks ſeii-evident, | 
and the very Propoſal ſufficient | 
F proof. Butifit ar not promote 
I theſe great ends, T ſhall think - 
* my ſelf mightily oblig'd ro Jum | 
that will ſhew me what will; | 
for provided the good of my | 
| 


{ Neighbour be advanc'd, 'tis very 
Wy | indifferent to me whecher it be 
m' by my method or by anothers. 
| Here will be no impertinent 
WW} Viſits, no fooliſh Amours, no idle 
, | Amuſements to waiſtract our 
Thoughts and waſte our precious 
time ; a very little oi which is 
ſpent in Dreſſing, that grand de- 
vourer and in concomitants ; 


and 
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and rio more than neceſſity re- 
quires in ſleep and eating ; ſo 
that here's a vaſt Treaſure gain'd, 
which for ought I know may 
purchaſe an happy Eternity. Bur 
we need not reſt in generals, a 
curſory view of ſome particulars 
will ſufficiently demonſtrate the 
great uſefulneſs of ſuch a Re- 
tirement ; which will appear by 
obſerving firſt 2 tew of tlioſe in- 
conveniences to which I adies are 
expos'd by living 1n the world, 
and in the next place che poſiuve 
advantages of a Retreat. 

And firſt,as to the inconvent- 
ences of living in the World ; no 
very {mall one 1s that ftrong Idea 
and warm perception it 1Ves us 
of its Vanities ; ſince the{c are c- 
ver at hand , conſtantly throng- 
ng about us,they muſt neceſſarily 
puſh aſide all other Objects , = 
TC 


the Mind being prepoſleſs'd and 
gratefully entertain'd with thoſe 
pleaſing Perceptions which ex- 
ternal Objects occaſion, takes up 
with them as its only Good , 1s 
not at leiſure to taſts thoſe de- 
lights which ariſe from a Re- 
flection on it ſelf , nor to receive 
the Ideas which ſuch a RefleCtion 
conveys, and conſequently forms 
all its Notions by ſuch 1deas only 
as it derives from ſenſation, be- 
ing unacquainted with thoſe 
more excellent ones which artſe 
from its own operations and a 
ſerious. refleftion on them, and 
which are neceſſary ro correCt 
the miſtakes and ſupply the de- 
fects of the other. From whence 
ariſes a very. partial knowledge 
of things, nay, almolt a perfect 
1gnorance in things of the greateſt 
moment. For tho* we are ac- 

__ quainted 
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quainted with the Sound of ſome 
certain words, viz. God, Reli- 
gion, Pleaſure and Paiz, Honour 
and Difhozoar, and rhe like ; yet 
having no other Jdeas but what 
are convey*d to us by thoſeTrifles 
we converſe wgth, we frame to 
our ſelves , ſtrange and awkard 
notions of them, conformable on- 
ly to thofe Ideas ſenſation has 
furniſh'd us with, which ſome- 
times grow fo {trong and fixt, 
that *tis ſcarce poſſible to intro- 
duce a new Scheme of Thoughts, 
and ſo to diſabuſe us, eſpecially 
whilſt theſe Objects are thick in 
our way. 

Thus ſhe who ſees her ſelf 
and others reſpected in propor- 
tion to that Pomp and Buſtle 
they make in the world , will 
form her Idea of Honour accord- 
ingly. She who has reliſhd no 
Pleaſures 


Plenfires but ſuch as ariſe at the 
preivnce of outward Objetts , 
will ſeek no higher than her Sen- 
ſes for her Gratification, And 
thus we may account for that 
{ſtrange wfenſibility that appears 
in ſome people when you ſpeak 
to them of any Fious Religious 
matter. They are then ſo dull 
you'll have much ado to make 
them underitand the cleareſt 
Truth : Whereas it you rally 
the ſame perſons, or chat with 
them of ſome Mode or Foppery, 


they'll appear very quick,expert, 


and ingenious. I have ſometimes 
{miPd betwixt ſcorn and pity, 
to hear Women talk as grave- 
Iy and concernedly about ſome 
trifling diſappointment from 
their Miliner or Taylor, as if it 


hadrelated tothe weightieſt con- 


ceras of their Souls, nay, perhaps 
more 


Co 
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more ſeriouſly than others who 
wou'd paſs for Good, do about 
their eternal Tntereſt ; but turn 
the talk that way, and they 
grow as heavy and cold as th 

were warm and lenſible before. 


And whence 1s this, but becauſe 


their heads are full of rhe one, 
and quite deſtirute of ſuch Ideas 
as might give them a competent 


notion of the other, and there- 


fore to difcourſe of ſuch matters, 
is as little to the purpoie as to 
make Mathematical Demonſtra- 
tions to one who knows not 
what an Angle or Triangle 
means. (Hence by the way, 
will appear the great uſefulneſs 
of judicious Catechizing, which 
is neceſſary to ſtir up clear Idea's 
in the mind, without which if 
can receive but little benefit from 
the Diſcourſes of the Pulpit, and 
perhaps 
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perhaps the neglect of the former 
15 the reaſon that the great plenty 
of thelatter has no better effect.) 
By all which it appears, that if 
we wou'd not be impos'd on by 
falſe Repreſentations and Impo- 
ſtures, if we wou'd obtain a due 
knowledge of themoſt important 
things, we muſt remove the lit- 
tle Toys and Vanities of the 
world from us, or our ſelves 
from them ; enlarge our Ideas, 
ſeek out new Fields of know- 
ledge, whereby to rectify our 
firſt miſtakes. | 

From the ſame Original, v:z. 
the conſtant flattery of external 
Objects, ariſes that querulouſneſs 
and delicacy obſervable in moft 
Perſons of fortune, and which 
betrays them to many incon- 
ventencies. For beſides that it 
renders them altogether unkit ro 

bear 
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bear a change, which conſider- 
ing the great uncertainty, the : 
{wift viciſſitudes of worldly 
things, the Greateſt and moſt 
eſtabliſhed, ought not to be un-. 
prepar*'d for ; it likewiſe makes 
them perpetually uneaſy, abates 
the delighr of their enjoyments, 
for ſuch perſons will very rarely 
tindall things to their mind, and 
then ſome lictle diſorder which 
others wou'd take no notice of, 
like an aching Tooth or Toe, 
ſpoils the reliſh of their Joys. 
And tho' many great Ladies 
affect this temper, miſtaking it 
for a piece of Grandeur, *tis ſo 
far from that, that it gives evi- 
dence of a poor weak Mind, a 
very childiſh Humour , thar 
muſt be cocker*d and fed with 
Toys and Baubles to ſtill its fro- 
wardneſs, and is like the crazy 
ſtomac 
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ſtomach of a ſick Perſon, which 
no body has reaſons to be fond: 
of or deſire. 

This alſo diſpoſes them to 
Inconſtancy , (for ſhe who 15s 
continually ſupply*d with vari- 
ety, knows not where to fix,) a 
Vice which ſome Women ſeem 
to be proud of, and yet nothing 
in the world ſo reproachful and 
degrading, becauſe nothing 1s a 
ſtronger indication of a weak 
and injudicious mind. For it 
ſuppoſes us either ſo ignorant as 
to make a wrong Choice at firſt, 
or elſe fo filly as not to know and 
ſtick to it, when we have made 
a right one. It beſpeaks an 
unthinking inconſiderate Mind, 
one that lives at Random, with- 
ont* any deſign or end; who! 
wanting' judgment to' diſcern 
where to fix, or to know _ 

e's 
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- ſhes well, isever fluQuating and 
uncertain, undoing to day what 
| ſhe had done yeſterday, which 
is the worſt Character that can 
be given of ones Underitanding. 
A conſtant Scene of Pemp- 
tations and the infection of ll 
company, tis another great dan- 
ger which converling in the 
| world expoſes to. ?T1s a dan- 
 gerous thing to have all the op- 
| portunities of finning 1n our pow- 
| er, and the danger is increas'd 
| by the ill Precedents we daily 
| ſee of thoſe who take them. 
Liberty (as fome body ſays) 
_ will corrupt an Angel, and tho? 
' 1t 151ndeed more glorious to con- 
quer than to' fly, yet ſince our 
Vertue is ſo vifibly weakned in 
other inſtances, we have no 
reaſon to preſume ont in this. 
*Fis become no eaſy matter to 
ſecure 
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ſecure our Innocence in our 'ne- 
ceſlary Civilities and daily Con- 
verſations, in which, if we have 
the good luck to avoid ſuch as 
bring a neceſſity on us, either of 
ſeeming rude to them, or of 
being really ſo to GOD Al 
mighty, whilſt we tamely hear 
him, our beſt Friend and Bene- 
factor affronted and ſwallow it, 
at the ſame time, that we wou*d 
reckon't a very pitiful Spirit to 
hear an Acquaintance traduc'd 
and hold our Tongue; yet, if 
we avoid this Trial, our Charity 
is however in continual danger, 
Cenſoriouſneſs being grown ſo 
modiſh, that we can ſcarce avoid 
being aQtive or paſſive in it ; ſo 
that ſhe who has not her pert'jeſt 
ready to paſs upon others, ſhall as 
ſoon as her back is turn'd, become 


a Jeſt her ſelf for want of Wir. 
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In conſequence of all this, we 


# are inſenſibly betray*d to a great 


loſs of time, a Treaſure whoſe 
value we are too often quite ig- 
norant of till it be loſt ps re- 
demption. And yet coni:iering 
the ſhortneſs 2:11 uncertainty of 
Lite, the great work we have to 
do, anc what advantages accrew 
to us by a due managem2nt of 
our time, we canct reconcile it 
with prr:dence to 1:tter the leaſt 
m:zzute to eſcare. us. Pur beſides 
our own laviin Expences (con- 
cerning which one may ask as 
Solo:5:0n does of Labour , What 
Fruit have we of all that Sport and 
Paſtime we have taken wnder the 
$#z ?) ſo unreaſcnable is the hu- 
mour of the World, that thoſe 
who wou'd reckon it a rudeneſs 
to make ſo bold witiz our Money, 
never ſ{cruple to waſte , and rob 
] 2) us 
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us of this infinitely more precious 
Treaſure. 


In the laſt place, by reaſon of 


this loſs of time and the continual 
hurry we are in, wecan find no 
opportunities for thoughtfulneſs 
and recollection ; we are ſo bu- 
fied with what paſſes abroad, 
that we have no leifiire to look 
at home, nor to rectife the d1l- 
orders there, And fuch an un- 
thinking mechanical way of [:v- 
ing, when like Machines we are 
condemn*d every day to repeat 
the impertinencies of the day be- 
fore,ſhortens ourV 1ews,contracts 
our Minds,expoſes to a thouſand 
practical Errors, and renders Im- 
provement impoſſible, becauſe 
it will not permit us to confider 
and recollect, which is the only 
me:ns to attain it, So much for 


the inconveniencesof 1ivingin the 
World ; 
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| World ; ifwe _— concerning 


Retirement, we ſhall find it does 
not only remove all theſe, bur 
brings conſiderable advantages of 
its OWN. 

For firſt, it helps us to mate 
Cuſtom and delivers us from its 
Tyranny, which is the moſt con- 
{iderable thing we have to do, it 
being nothing elſe but the habt- 
tuating our ſeives to Folly that 
can reconcile us to it. But how 
hard 1s it ro quit an old road ? 
What courage as well as pru- 
dence does it requue © How clear 
a Tudgment to ovcriook the 
Preridices of Educetion aid Ex- 
ampic and to diſcern what 15s 
beſt, and how ſtrong 2 P.eſoluti- 
on,nctwithſtanding all ze Scofts 
and Noiſes of the worid to ad- 
here ro it ? For Cuſtom has u- 
ſurpt ſuch an unaccountable Au- 
thority , that ſhe who wou'd 

E 2 endeavour 
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endeavour to put a ſtop to its 
Arbitrary —_ and requce it to 
Reaſon,is in a fair way to render 
her felf the Butt for all the Fops 
in Town to ſhoot their imperti- 
nent Cenſures at. And tho? a 
wiſe Woman will not value their 
Cenſure, yet ſhe cares not to be 
the ſubject of their Dilcourſe. 
The only way then is to retire 
from the World, as the I1/raelites 
did out of Egypr, left the Sacrifice 
we muſt makeof itsFollies ſhou*d 
provoke its Spleen. 

This alſo puts us out of the 
road of temptation , and very 
much redeems our 'Time,cuttin 
oft thoſe extravagancies on whic 
fo much of it was ſquandred a- 
way before, and furniſhing us 
conſtantly with good employ- 
ment , ſecures us from being 
tducdinto bad. Great are the 
Benefits 
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Benefits of holy Converſation: 
which will be hereenjoy'd ; As 
Vice zs ſo Vertue may be catching; 
and to what heights of Piety will 
not ſhe advance, who is plac'd 
where the ſole buſineſs 1s to be 
Good, where there 1s no pleaſure 
but in Religion , no contention 
but ro excel in what 1s truly com- 
mendable ;, where her Soul is. 
not defiPd nor her Zeal provok'd, . 
by the fight or relation of thoſe: 
Villanies the World: abounds. 
with ? 

And by that Learning whiclt 
w1ll be here afforded, and that 
leifure we have ro enquire after . 
it, and to know and reflect on 
our own minds, we ſhall reſcue 
our ſelves out of that woful in- 
cogitancy we-have {lipt into, a- 
waken our f{lceping Powers and 
make uſe of that reaſon which 
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GOD has given us. We ſhall 
then begin to wonderat ourFolly» 
that amoneſt all the pleaſures we 
formerly purſued, we never at- 
rended to that moſt noble and de- 
I'cious one which is to be found 
1m the chaſe of truth ; and bleſs 
our ſelves at laſt , that our eyes 
are open'd to diſcern, how much 
more pleaſantly we may beenter- 
rtain'd by our own Thoughts, 
tan by all the Diverſions which 
the world affords us. By this 
means we are fitted to receive the 
influences of the holy Spirit and 
are put in a due frame of Devoti- 
on. No doubr but He has often 
knock*d at the door of our hearts, 
when the croud and noiſe of our 
Vanities would not ſuffer us to 
regard or hear him, and could 
fnd no admittance when our 
houſe was ſo flPd with other 

company. 
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company. Here therefore is the 
ftteſt place for his Entertain- 
ment, for being freed from out- 
ward diſturbances, we are entire- 
ly at leifure to attend ſo divine'a 
Guef; Our Devotions will be 
perform'd with due attention, 
thoſe ObjeQts that uſed to diſtract 
being now remov*d from us ; 
{iimplicity of defire will beget 
{iimplicity of thought, and 
that will make our minds moſt 
intenſe and elevated , when we. 
come to addreſs our ſelves to the 
Throne. of Grace. Being dead 
to the things of this world , we 
ſhall with greateſt fervour petiti- 
on for thoſe of another ; and liv- 
ing always in a lively and awful 
ſenſe of the divine Majeſty, 
our hearts will ever be diſpos'd 
ro approach him in the moſt ſo- 
lemn, ſerious and reverent man- 
ner. *Tis a very unſeemly thing 
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to jump from our Diverſions to 
ourPrayers ; as if when we have 
| been entertaining our felves and 
others with Vanity , we were 
inſtantly prepar*d to appear in 
the ſacred preſence of G O D. 
But a Religous Retirement and 
holy Converſation, will procure 
us a more ferious Temper, a gra- 
verSpirit,and ſo both make us ha- 
birually fit ro approach,and like- 
wiſe ſtir us up to be more care- 
ful in our aCtual preparations 
when we do. - For belides all o- 
ther improvements of Know- 
ledge, we ſhall hereby obtain 
truer Notions of G O D than we 
were capable of before, which 
15 of very great conſequence, 
fince the want of right appre- 
henſfions concerning him; 1s the 
general cauſe of Miſtakes in Re- 
1:gion, of Errors in Speculation, 
” and 
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and Indecorums in Practice; for 
as G OD is the nobleſt Objett 
of our Underſtanding,ſo nothing 
15 more neceſſary or of ſuch con- 
ſequence to. us as_to buſie our 
thoughts about him. And did- 
we rightly conſider his Nature, 
we ſhouw'd neither dare to forget 
him, nor draw near to him with 
unclean hands and unholy hearts. 
_ From this ſacred Mountain 
where the world will be plac'd. 
at our feet , at ſuch a diltance 
from us, that the ſteams of its 
corruptions ſhall not obſcure our 
eye-light, we {hall have a right 
proſpect of it and clearly diſcern- 
that all its Allurements, ail thoſe 
Gaities and Pageantries which. 
at preſent we admire ſo much, 
are no better than inſignihcant 
Tays, which have no value but 
what. our preverſe Opinion 1m- 
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poſes on them, Things which 


contribute ſo very little to our 
real Good , that even at preſent, 
which is their only ſeaſon , we 
may live much happier without 
than with them ; and which are 
ſo far from being neceſſary to 
our Felicity , that they ſhall 
vaniſh and be no more when 
that is conſummate and perfeQt. 
Many are the Topic's from 
whence we might declaim againſt 
'the vanity of the world, but me- 
thinks Experience is ſo convin- 
cing that it ſuperſedes all the reſt, 
and wou'd certainly reclaim us 
from the 1mmoderate love of 
earthly enjoyments,did we butſe- 
r1ouſly hearken to it. For tell me 
Ladies, if your greateſt Pleaſures 
are not attended with a greater 
ſting ; when you think to graſp 
them, do they not either vaniſh 
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into Air , or gall your fingers ? 
To want, or to enjoy them, 1s 
equally tormenting ; the one 
produces in you the Pain of Hun- 
ger the other of Loathing, For 
in reality, there 15 no good in 
them, nothing but the Shadow 
and Appearance ; if there were 
you cou'd not fo eaſily loath 
your old Delights and be ſo fond 
of variety, what 1s truly defira- 
ble never ending in diſguſt. 
They are not therefore Pleaſures? 
but Amuſements which you now 
purſue, and which , through 
your. ignorance of better Toys 
pretend ro fill their place, toll 
you on with fair Pretences and 
repay your Labour witl defear- 
ed Hopes. Joys nor near fo lait- 
ing as the Gighteſt roy you wear , 
the moſt cavricious Humoriſt a- 
mong you is more con{tau: f far 
Call lk 
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than they. Come hither ther 
fore and take a true view of *em, 
that you may no longer deceive 
your ſelves with that which pro- 
fits not, but ſpurning away theſe 
empty nothings, ſecure a portion 
in ſuch a Bliſs as will not fail, as 
cannot diſappoint you ! A Felici- 
ty which depending on GO D 
only and your own Minds, 1s 
out of Fortunes reach, will place 
you above the Batteries of the 
world, above its Terross and 
Allurements, and enable you at 
Once to triumph over and deſpiſe 
it. And what can be more glort- 


ous, than to have a mind unſha- 


| ken by the blandiſhments of Pro- 
ſperity, or the rough {ſhocks of 
Adverſity ; that paſſes thro? both 
with the ſame indifferency and 
integrity , 15 not to be tempted 
by either to a mean unworthy 


and indecent Action 2 FParther 


| 


fo the Ladies, 109 
Farther yet, beſides that holy 
emulation which a continual 
view of the brighteſt and moit 
examplary Lives will excite in 
us, we ſhall have opportunity of 
contracting the pureſt and no- 
bleſt Friendſhip ; a Bleſſing, the 
purchaſe of which were richly 
worth all the World beſides ! 
For ſhe who poſleſies a worthy 
Perſon, has certainly obtain'd 
the richeſt Treaſure. A Blel- 
fingthat Monarchs may envy, 
and ſhe who enjoys is happier 
than ſhe who fills a Throne ! A_ 
- Bleſſing, which next to the love 
of GOD, is the choiceſt Jewel 
1n our Celeſtial Diadem ; which, 
were it duly practis*d, wou*dboth 
fir us for Heav'a and bring . it 
: down into our hearts whilſt we 
 tarryhere.For Friendſhip isa ver- 
tue which comprehends all _ 
| rel 


110 A Serious Propoſal 
reſt ; none being fit for this, who 
is not adorn'd with every other 
Vertue. Probably one conſider- 
able cauſe of the degeneracy of 
the preſent Age, 1s the little true 


Friendſhip that 1s to be found mm: 


It ; or perhaps you will rather 
lay that this is the effeCt of our 
corruption. The cauſe and the 
effect are indeed reciprocal ; for 
were the World better there 
wou'd be more Friendſhip, and 
were there more Friend{hip we 
ſhou'd have a better World. But 
becauſe Iniguity abounas, there- 
fore the /ove of mazy 18. not only 
waxez cold, but quite benum'd 
and peri{lPd. But if we have ſuch 
narrow hearts, be ſo full of m1- 
ſtaken Self-love, ſo unreaſon- 
| ably fond of our ſelves, that we 
cannot ſpare a hearty Good-will 
to one - or two choice Perſons, 
how 
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how can itever be thought, that 
we ſhou'd well acquit our ſelves 
of that Charity which is due to 
all Mankind ? For Friendſhip is 
nothing elſe but Charity con-# 

tracted ; itis (in the words of 
an admired Author) a kind of 
revenging our ſelves on the nar- 
rowneſs of our Faculties, by ex- 
emplifying that extraordinary 
Charity on one or two, which 
_ weare willing, but not able to 
exerciſe towards all. And there- 
fore, *tis without doubt the beſt 
Inſtructor to teach us our duty 
to our Neighbour, and a moſt 
excellent Monitor to excite us to 
make payment as far as our 
power will reach. It has a ſpe- 
cial force to dilate our hearts, 
to deliver them from that v1ct- 
ous ſelfiſhneſs and the reſt of 
thoſe ſordid Paſſions which ex- 
prels 
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preſs a narrow illiberal temper, 
and are of ſuch pernicious conſe- 
quence to Mankind. That in- 
ftiturion therefore , muſt needs 
be highly Eneficial , which 
both diſpoſes us to beFriends our. 
ſelves and helps to find them. 
But by Friendſhip I do not mean 
any thing like thoſe intimacies 
that are abroad in the World, 
whicl- are often- combinations 
41 evil and at beſt but infignifi» 
cant dearneſſes, as lutle reſem- 
bling true Friendſhip, as modern 
Prafiice does Primitive Chriiti- 
anity. But I intend by it the 
greateſt uſefulneſs, the moſt re- 
fin'd and diſintereſs'd Benevo- 
Tence, a love that thinks nothing 
within the hounds of Power and. 
Duty, too much- to do or ſuffer 
for its Beloved ; And makes no 
diſtinction betwixt its Friend 
; and 
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and its ſe]f, except that in Tem- 
porais it prefers her intereft. Bur 
tho? it be very deſirable to obtain 
ſuch a Treaſure, ſuch a Medicine 
of Life, - the wiſe man ſpeaks) 
yet the danger is great leaſt be- 
ing deceiv*d in our choice , we 
ſuch in Poyſon where we expeQ- 
ed Healch. And conſidering 
how apt we are to diſguiſe our 
ſelves, how hard it is to know 
our own hearts much leſs ano- 
thers, 1t is not adviſable to be 
too hafty in contraQting ſo im- 
portant a Relation; before -that 
be done, it were well if we 
could look into the very 
Soul of the beloved Perſon , 
to diſcover what refemblance 
jt bears to our own, and 1n this 
Society we ſhall have the beſt op- 
portunities of doing ſo. There are 
no Intereſts here to ferve,no con- 

_ trivances 
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trivances for another to be a ſtale 
to ; the Souls of all the Relizzous 
w1ll be open and jree, and thole 
particular Friendihips muſt be 
no prejudice tothe generalAmity. 
But yet, as in Heav®n that region 
of perfe&t Love, the happy Souls 
(as ſome are of opinion) now 
and then ftep aſide from more 


general Converſations, to enter- - 


tain themſelves with a peculiar 
Friend ; ſo, in this little emblem 
ofthat bleſſed place, what ſhou'd 
hinder, but that two Perſons of 
a ſympathizing diſpoſition , the 
»ake and frame of whole Souls 
bears an exaCt conformity to each 
other, and therefore one wou*d 
think were purpoſely deſignd by 
Heaven to unite and mix; what 
ſhou'd hinder them from enter- 
ing intoan holy combination to 
watch over each other for Good, 

to 
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to adviſe, encourage and direct, 
and to obſerve the minuteſt fault 
1n order to its amendment. The 
trueit effect of love being to en- 
deavour the bettering the beloved 
Perſon. And lg nothing 
is more likely to improve us 1n 
Vertue, and advance us to the 


very higheſt pitch of Goodneſs 


 thanunteigned Friendſhip,which 


is the moſt beneficial, as well as 
the moſt pleaſant thing in the 
world, 

3ut to haſten ; ſuch an In- 
ſtitution will much confirm us 
in Vertue and help us to perſevere 
to the end, and by that ſub- 
ftantial Piety and folid Know- 
ledge we ſhall here acquire, fit 
us to propagate Religion when 
we return into the World. An 


habitualPrafQtice of Piery for ſome 


years will ſo root and eſtabliſh 
| us 
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us 1n it, that Religion will be- 
come a ſecond Nature, and we 
muſt do ſtrange violences to our 
ſelves, if after that we dare ven- 
ture to oppoſe it. For beſides all 
the other Advantages that Ver- 
tue has over Vice, this will dil- 
arm it of Caſtom, the only thing 
that recommends it, bravely win 
its ſtrongeſt Fort and turn its 
own Cannon againſt it ſelf. How 
almoſt impoſſible wou*'d it be 
for her to fin, whoſe Under ſtand- 
:ng being clearly illuminated 
with the knowledge of the Truth, 
15 too wiſe to be 1mpos'd on by 
thoſe falſe Repreſentations that ſin 
wou*d deceive it with ; whoſe 
Will has found out and united it 


ſelf to its true Cextre ; and hav- 


ing been long habituated to move 
in ari2ht line,- hasno temptation 


to decline to an Ob/;que, Whoſe 
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Aﬀedtions have daily regaled on 
thoſe delicious Fruits of Paradice 
which Religion preſents them 
with, and are therefore tog 
fublime and refin'd to reliſh 
the muddy Pleaſures of fenfſual 
Delights. It muſt certainly be a 
Miracle if ſuch an one relinquiſh 
her Glory and Joy ; ſhe mult be 
as bad as Lucifer himſelf, who af- 
ter ſuch Enjoyments can forſake 
her Heaven. ?Tis too unreaſon- 


_able to imagine ſuch an Apoltacy, 


the ſuppoſition is monſtrous, and 
therefore we may conclude will 
never , or very rarely happen. 
And then what a bleſſed World 
ſhou'd we have , ſhining with 
ſo many ſtars of YVertue, who, not 
content to be happy themſelves 
alone, for that's a narrownels of 
mind too much beneath their 
God-like temper, would like the 

glorious 
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glorious Lights of Heaven, or 
rather like hum who made them, 
diftuſe their benign Influences 
where-ever they come. Having 
gaind an entrance into Paradue 
themſelves, they wou'd both 
ſhew the way, and invite others 
to partake of their felicity. In- 
ſtead of that Froth and Imperti- 
nence, that Cenſure and Prag- 
maticalneſs , with which Fe- 
minine Converſations ſo much 
abound , we ſhould hear their 
tongues employ*d in making 
Proſelytes to heaven , in run- 
ning down Vice, in eſtabliſhing 
Vertue and proclaiming their 
Makers Glory. YI wou'd' be 
more genreel to give and take 
inſtructions about the ornaments 
of the Mind , than to enquire 
after the Mode; and a Lecture on: 
the Faſhions wou'd become as 
diſagreeable 
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diſagreable as at preſent any 
ferious diſcourſe is. Not the Fol- 
lies of the Town, but the Beau- 
ties and the Love of JESUS 
wou'd be the moiſt polite 
and delicious Entertainments. 
*T would be thought as rude and 
barbarous to ſend our Viſitors 
away uninſtructed, as our fool- 
iſkneſs at preſent reckons it to 


introduce a pertinent and uſeful 


Converſation. Ladies of Quality 
wou'd be able to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves from their Inferiors, 
by the bleſſings they communi- 
cated and the good they did. 
For this is their grand Preroga- 
tive, their difinguiſhing Charatter, 
thar they are plac*d ina condition 
which makes that which 1s every 
ones Chief buſineſs, to be their 
Only employ. They have nothin 

to do but to gloritie GOD, an 

ro 
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to benefit thetr Neighbours, and 


ſhe who does not thus improve 


her Talent, is more vile and de- 
ſpicable than the meaneſt Crea- 
ture that attends her. 

And if after ſo many Spiritual 
Advantages, it be convenient to 
mention Temporals, here Heir- 
efſes and Perſons of Fortune may 
| be kept ſecure from the rude at- 
tempts of deſigning Men ; And 
ſhe who has more Money than 
Diſcretion, need not curſe her 
Stars for being expos'd a prey to 
bold importunate and rapacious 
Vultures. She will not here be in= 
veigled and impos'd on, will net- 
ther be bought nor ſold, nor be 
fored to marry for her own 
quiet, when ſhe has no inclinati= 
on to it but what the being tid 
out with a reſtleſs importunity 
occaſions. Or if ſhe be diſposd 

to 
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to marry, here ſhe may remain in 
ſafety till a convenient Match be of- 
fer d by her Friends, and be freed 
from the danger of a diſhonourable 
one. Modeſty requiring that a Wo- 
man ſhould not love before Marriage, 
but only make choice of one whom 
ſhe can love hereafter ; She who has 
none but innocent affections, being 
eaſily able to fix them where Duty 
requires, 
And though at firſt I propos'd to 
my ſelf to ſpeak nothing in particu- 
lar of the employment of the Religi- 
eus, yet to give a Specimen how uſe- 
ful they will be to the World, I am 
now inclin'd to declare, that it is de- 
ſign'd a part of their buſineſs ſhall be 
to give the beſt Education to the - 
Children of Perſons of Quality, who 
ſhall be attended and inſtructed in 
leſſer Matters by meaner Perſons de- 
| puted to that Office, but the forming 
of their minds ſhall be the particular 
care of thoſe of their own Rank ; 
who cannot - have a more pleaſant 
F and 
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and uſeful employment than to ex- 
ercife and encreaſe their own know- 
ledge, by inftilling it into theſe 
young ones, who are. moſt like to 
profit under ſuch Tutors, For how 
can their little Pupils forbear to cre- 
dit them, ſince they do not decry 
the World (as others may be 
thought to do) becauſe they cou'd 
not enjoy it, but when they had it in 
their power, were courted and ca- 
reſsd by it, for very good Reaſons 
and on mature deliberation, thought 
fit to relinquiſh and deſpiſe its offers 
for a better choice ? Nor are merce- 
nary people on other accounts Capa- 
ble of d 

Perſons ; becauſe having often but 
ſhort views of things themſelves, 
ſordid and low Spirits, they are not 


like to form a generous temper in | 


the minds of the Educated. Doubt- 
leſs *twas well conſider'd of him, 
who wou'd not truſt the breeding of 
his Son to a Slave , becauſe _—_ 
great or excellent could as 
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from a perſon of that condition. 
And when by. the tncreaſe of their 
Revenue, the Religious are enabled 
to do ſuch a work of Charity, the 
Education they deſign to beftow on 
the Daughters of Gentlemen who are 
fallen into decay will be no inconſide- 
rable advantage to the Nation. For 
hereby many Souls will be preſerv'd 
from great Diſhonours and put in a 
comfortable way of ſubſiſting, being 
Either receiv*d into the Houſe if they 
incline to it, or otherwife ditpos'd 
of. It being ſuppos'd that prudent 


\ Men will reckon the endowments 
they here acquire a ſufficient Dowry, 


and that a diſcreet and vertuous Gen- 
tlewoman will make a better Wife 
than ſhe whoſe 'mind is empty tho? 
her Purſe be full. 

But ſome will ſay, May not'Peo- 


| Ple be good without this confine- 


ment ? may they not live at large in 
the World, and yet ſerve GOD as 
acceptably as here ? *Tisallow'd they 
may ; truly wiſe and vertuous Souls 

| F 3 wa 


124 A Serious Propoſal 
will do it by the aſſiſtance of GOD's 
Grace in deſpite of all temptarions ; 
and I heartily wiſh that all Women 
were of this temper. But it 1s to be 
confider'd, that there are tender Ver- 
tues who need to be ſcreened from 
the 111 Airsof the World : many per- 
ſons who had begun well might have 
gone to the Grave in peace and inno- 
cence, had it not been their misfor- 
tune to be violently tempted. For 
thoſe who have honeſt Hearts have 
not always the ſtrongeſt Heads ; and 
ſometimes the enticements of the 
World and the ſubtil inſfinuations of 
ſuch as lie in wait to deceive, may 
make their Heads giddy.ſtagger their 
Reſolutions, and overthrow all the 
fine hopes of a promiſing beginning. 
"Tis fit therefore, ſuch tender Cyons 
ſhou'd be tranſplanted, that they may 
be ſupported by the prop of Verty- 
ous Friendſhip, and confirm'd in 
Goodneſs by holy Examples, which 
alas ! they will not often meet with 
in the World. And ſuch is the weak- 
neſs 
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neſs of humane Nature, bad People 
are not ſo apt to be better'd by the 
Society of the Good, as the Good are 
to be corrupted by theirs. Since 
therefore we daily pray againſt 
temptation, It cannot be amils if we 
take all prudent care to avoid it;,and 
not out of a vain preſumption face 
the danger which G O D may juftly 
permit to overcome us for a due cor- 
re&ion of our Pride. It is not impoſ- 
ſible for a man to live in an infected 
Houſe orTown and eſcape with Life 
and Health, yet if he have a place in 
the Country to retire to , he will 
not make ſlight of that advantage 5 
and ſurely the Health of our Souls is 
of greater conſideration than the 
health of our Bodies. Beſides , ſhe 
has need of an eſtabliſh'd Vertue and 
conſummated Prudence; who ſo well 
underſtands the great end for which 
ſhe came into the World , and fo 
faithfully purſues it,that not content 
to be wiſe and good her ſelf alone, 
ſhe endeavours to propagate Wiſ- 
F 3 dom 
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dom and Piety to all within her 
Sphere , But neither this Prudence 
nor heroic Goodnelis are eaſily attain- 
able amidſt the. noiſe and hurry of 
the world , we muſt therefore retire 
a while from 1ts clamour and impor- 
tunity, if we generouſly deſign to do 
tt good, and having calmly and ſedate- 
ly obſerv'd and recify'd what is a- 
miſs in our ſelves , we ſhall be fitter 
to promote a Reformation in others. 
A devout Retirement will not only 


ſtrengthen and confirm our Souls, 


that they be not infected by the 
worlds: Corruptions, but likewiſe fo 
purify and refine them , that they 
will. become Antidotes to expel the 
Poyſon in others, and ſpread a ſalu- 
tary Air on ev'ry Side. 
If any obje& againſt a Learned 
Education, that it will make Wo- 
men vain and aſſaming , and inſtead 
of correcting encreaſe their Pride : 
L grant that a ſmattering in Learn- 
ing may , for it has this effect on the 
Men, none ſo Dogmatical and ſo for- 
ward 
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ward to ſhew their Parts as your lit- 
tle Pretenders to Science, But 1 
wou'd not have the Ladies content 
themiz]ves with the ſhew , my deſire 
is, that they ſnouw'd not reſt tell they 
obtain the Subſtance, And then, ſhe 
who is moſt knowing will be for- 
ward to own with the wiſe Socrates: 
that ſhe knows nothing : nothing 
that is matter of Pride and Oſftenta- 
tion; nothing but what 1s attended. 
with fo much 'ignorance and imper- 
tection, that It cannot reaſonably 
elate and puff her up. The more ſhe 
knows, ſhe will be the leſs ſubje& 
to talkativeneſs and its Siſter Vices, 
becauſe ſhe diſcerns, that the moſt 
difficult piece of Learning 1s to know 
when to uſe and when to hold ones 
Tongue, and never to ſpeak but to. 
the purpoſe. , 

But the men if they rightly un- 
derſtand their own intereſt, have no 
reaſon to oppoſe the ingenious Edu- 
cation of the Women, lince *rwou'd 


go 4 great way towards reclaming 
| F 4 a 
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the men, great is the influence we 
have over them in their Childhood, 

in which time if a Mother be diſcreet 
and knowing as well as devout , ſhe 
has many opportunities of oiving 
fach a Form and Seaſon to the tender 
Mind of the Child , as will ſhew its 
good effects thro' all the ſtages of his 
Life. But tho? you ſhould not allow 
her capable of doing good, *tis Certain 
ſhe may do burt : It ſhe do not make 
the Child, ſhe has power to marr 
wy, by by ſuffering her fondneſs to get 
the be tter of aſe reet affection. But 
beſides this, a good and prudent 
Wife wou'd wonderfully work on an 
ul man; he muſt be a Brute indeed, 

who cou'd hold out againſt all thoſe 
innocent Arts, thoſe gentle perſua- 
ſives and obliging methods ſhe wou*d 
vſe to reclaim him. Piety is often 
offenſive when it 1s accompanied 
with indiſcretion ; but ſhe who is 
as Wiſe as Good , ger ſuch 
Charms as can hardly il of prevail- 
ing.Doubtleſs her Husband 1s a much 
happier 
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happier Man and more likely to ab- 
bandon all his illCourſes,than he who 
has none to come home to, but an 1g- 
norant, froward and fantaſtick Crea- 
ture. Aningenious Converſation will 
make his life comfortable, and he 
who can be ſo well entertain'd at 
home, needs not run into Tempta- 
tions in ſearch of Diverſions abroad. 
The only danger is, that the Wite 
be more knowing than the Husband ; 
but if ſhe be *tis his own fault, ſince he 
wants no opportunities of improve- 
ment ; unleſs he be a natural Block- 
head, and then ſuch an one will need 
a wiſe Woman to govern him, whoſe 
prudence will conceal it from pub- 
lick Obſervation; and at once both 
cover and ſupply his defects. Give 
me leave therefore to hope, that no 
Gentleman who has honourable de- 
ſigns, will 'hence-forward decry 
Knowledge and Ingenuity tn her he 
would pretend to Honour :: Or if he 
does, It may ſerve for a Teſt to di- 
2 ſtinguiſh 
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ſtinguiſh the feigned and unworthy 
from the real Lover. 

- Now who that has a ſpark of Piety 
will go about to:oppoſe ſo Religious 
a deſign ? What generous Spirit that 
has a due regard to the good of Man- 
kind, will not be forward to advance 
and perfect it ? Who will think 500 
pounds too much to lay out for the 
purchaſe of ſo much Wiſdom and 
appineſs ? Certainly we ſhou'd not 
think them too dearly paid for by 
a much greater Sum, did not our pt- 
tiful and ſordid Spirits ſet a much 
higher value on Money than it de- 
ſerves. But granting ſo much of that 
dear Idol were given away, a perſon 
thus bred, will ealily makeit up by her 
Frugahty and other Vertues; if ſhe 
bring leſs, ſhe will not waſte ſo much 
as others do in ſuperfluous and vain 
Expences. Nor can I think of any 
expedient ſo uſeful as this to Perſons 
_ of Quality who are over-ſtock®d with 
ChHdren, for thus they may honour- 
ably diſpoſe of them withont impair- 
10g 
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ing their Eſtates. Five or ſix hundred 
Pounds may be eaſily ſpar'd with a 
Daughter, when ſo many thouſands 
would go deep ; and yet as the 
world goes be a very inconſiderable 
Fortune for Ladies of their Birth,. 
neither maintain them in that Port 
which Cuſtom makes almoſt neceſſa- 
Ty,nor procure them an equal Match, 
thoſe of their own Rank ( contrary 
to the generous cuſtom of the Ger-- 
mans) chuling rather to fill -their 
Coffers than to preſerve the purity: 
of their Blood, and therefore think 
a: weighty Bag the beſt Gentility, 
preferring a wealthy Upſtart before 
the beſt Deſcended and. beſt Qualifi- 
ed Lady; their own Extravagancies- 
perhaps having made it neceſlary, 
that they may. keep up an empty ſha- 
dow of Greatneſs, which is all that 
remains to ſhew what their Anceſtors 
have been. ; 
Does any think their Money IofÞ 
to their Families when *tis put. in 
here ? I- will only ask what courſe 
they 
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- they can take to ſave it, and at once 

to preſerve their Money, their Ho- 
* nour and their Daughters too? Were 
they ſure the Ladies wou'd die un- 
married, I ſhow'd commend their 
Thrift, but Experience has too of- 
ten ſhewn us the vanity of this ex- 
peftation. For the poor Lady having 
paſt the prime of her Years in Galty 
and Company, in running the Circle 
of all the Vanities of the Town, ha- 
ving ſpread all her Nets and us'd all 
her Arts for Conqueſt, and finding 
that the Bait fails where ſhe wou'd 


have it take; and having all this 


while been ſo over-careful of her Bo- 
dy. that ſhe had no time to improve 
her Mind, which therefore affords 
her no fafe retreat, now ſhe meets 
with Diſappointments abroad, and 
growing every day more and more 
ſenſible, that the reſpe& which us'd 
to be paid her decays as faſt as her 
Beauty ; quite terrified with the 
dreadful Name of Old e Maid, which 


yet none but Fools will reproach her 
with, 
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with, nor any wiſe Woman be afraid 
of; to avoid this terrible Aformo, 


and the ſcoffs that are thrown on ſu- 
_ peranuated Virgins, ſhe flies to ſome 


diſhonourable Match as her laſt, tho? 
much miſtaken Refuge, to the diſ- 
grace of her Family and her own ir- 
reparable Ruin. And- now: let any 
Perfon of Honour tell me, if it were 
not richly worth ſome thouſand 
Pounds, to prevent all this miſchief, 
and the having, an 1dle Fellow, and 
perhaps a race of heggarly Children 

to hang on. him and to provide for ? 
Cou'd I think of any other Obje- 
ction I wou'd conſider it ; there's no- 
thing indeed which witty Perſons 
may not argue for and againſ}, but 
they who duly weighthe Arguments 
on both ſides,unleſs they be extream- 
ly prejudiced, will eaſtly diſcern the 
great uſefulneſs. of this Inititution, 
The Beaux perhaps, and topping 
Sparks of the Town will ridicule and 
laugh at it. For Vertue her ſelf as 
bright as ſhe is, can't eſcape the _ 
! - Q 


of ſcurrilous Tongues ; the comfort 
is, whilſt they impotently endea- 
vour to throw dirt on her, they are 
unable to ſoil her Beauty , and only 
defile and render themſelves the 
more contemptible, They may there- 
fore if they pleaſe, hug themſelves 
in their own dear folly, and enjoy 
the diverſion of their own infipid 
Jeſts. She has but little Wiſdom and. 
teſs Vertue, who is to be frighted 
from what ſhe judges reaſonable by 
the ſcoffs and inſignificant noiſes of 
Indicrous Wits and pert Buffoons. 
And no wonder that ſuch as they 
(who have nothing to ſhew for their 
pretences to Wit, but ſome ſcraps of 
Plays and bluſtring Non-ſenſe ; who 
fancy A well adjuſted Peruke 1s able 
to ſupply their want of Brains, and 
that to talk much is a ſign of Ingenu- 
ity, tho't be never ſo little to the 
purpoſe) objeX againſt our Propoſal ; 
twoud indeed ſpoil the Trade of the 
| gay fluttering Fops, who wou'd be 
; ata loſs, had they no body as imper- 

tnent 
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tinent as themſelves to talk with. 
The Criticiſm of their Dreſs wou'd 
be uſeleſs, and the labour of their 
Valet de Chambre loſt, unleſs they 
cou'd peaceably lay aſide their Rival- 
ling, and one Aſs be content to com- 
plement and admire another. For the 
Ladies wou'd have more diſcernment 
than to eſteem a Man for ſuch Follies 
as ſhou'd rather incline them to ſcorn 
and deſpiſe him. They wou*d never 
be fo ſottiſh as to imagine, that he 
who: regards nothing but his own 
brutiſh Appetite, ſhou'd have any 
real zftection for them, nor ever ex- 
ped Fidelity from one who is un- 
faithful to G O D and his own Soul; 
They wov'd not be ſo abſurd as to 
ſuppoſe, that Man can eſteem them 
who negle&s his Maker ; for what 
are all thoſe fine Idolatries, by which 
he wou*d recommend him{cli to his 
pretended Goddeſs, but mockery and 
deluſion from him who forgets and 
affronts the true Deity ? They wou'd 
not value themſelves on account ” 

tne 
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the Admiration of ſuch incompetent 
Judges,nor conſequently make uſe of 
thoſe little trifling Arts that are ne- 
 ceſlary to: recommend them to fuch 
Admirers : Neither wou'd they give 
opportunity to profeſs themſelves 
their Slaves ſo-long till. at laſt they 
become their Maſters. 

\Vhat now remains, but to reduce 
to Practice that which tends ſo very 
much to our advantage. Is Charity 
ſo dead in the world that none will 
contribute to the ſaving their own 
and their neighbours Souls ? Shall we 
freely expend our Money to purchaſe 
Vanity, agd often times both preſent 
and futufe Ruin, and. find none for 
ſuch an-eminent good Work, which 
will make theAges to come ariſe and 
call us Bleſſed ? I wov'd fain perſuade 
my ſelf better things, and that I 
ſhall one day ſee this Religious Retire- 
ment happily ſetled, and its great de- 
figns wiſely and vigorouſly purſu'd; 
and methinks I have already a Viſion 


of that luſtre and glory our Ladies 
caſt 


_ WHORES 06 $6 Or OS 


£ 
Y 
£] 
[6 
+4 
| 
2X 
hal 
» 
£ 


to the Ladies. 137 | 

caſt far and near ; Let me therefore | 

intreat the reſt of our Sex, who tho' 
at liberty in the world, are the mt- 
ſerable Slaves of their own vile aftec- 
tions, let me intreat them to «ay a- 
{de their Prejudices and whatever 
borders on Envy and Malice, and 
with impartial eyes to behold the 
Beauties of our Religious, The native 
innocency and unaftectedneſs of 
whoſe Charms, and the unblameable 
Integrity of their Lives, are a- 
bundantly more taking than all the 
curious Artifices and ſtudied Arts 
the. other can invent to recommend 
them, even bad men themſelves be- 
ing Judges, who often betray a ſe- 
cret Veneration for that vertue they 
wou*d ſeem to deſpiſe and endeavour 
to corrupt. As there 1s not any 
thing, no not the leaſt ſhadow of a 
motive ta recommend Vice but its 
faſhionableneſs and the being ac- 
cuſton'd to it ,, ſo. there is nothing 


'at all forbidding in Vertue but her 
' uncouthneſs, Acquaint your ſelves 


with 


Fe ST Frog 


with her a little, and you'll wonder 
how you cov'd be fo fooliſh as to 
delight in any thing beſides ! For 


yo--*It find her Converſation moſt 


fv/cet and obliging ; her Precepts 
moſt eaſy and beneficial ; her very 
tasks Joys and her Injunctions the 
higheſt Pleaſures. . She will not rob 
you ©f any innocent delight, not en- 
gage you to any thing beneath your 
Birth and Breeding ; but will put a 


new 4nd more grateful reliſh into all 


your Enjoyments, and make then} 
more delicious with her Sweetneſs, 
She'll preſerve and augment your 
Honour, by allying you to the King 
of Heaven; ſecure your Grandeur 
by fixing it on a firm bottom, ſuch as 
the caprice of Fortune cannot ſhake 
or overthrow ; ſhell enlarge your 
Souls, raife them above the common 
level, and encourage that allowable 
Pride of Scorning to do a baſe un- 
worthy ation. Make you truly a- 
miable in the eyes of GOD and 
Man, preſerve even the Beauty of 

as your 
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your Bodies as long, as *tis poſſible 
for ſuch a britt]e thing to laſt , and 
when it muſt of neceſſity decay, im- 
preſs ſuch a lovelineſs on yourMinds, 
as wlll ſhine thro' and briz;hten your 
very Countenances ; eariching you 
with ſuch a ſtock of Charms, that 


Time winch devours every other . || 


thing, ihall never be able to decay. 
In a word , *tis Vertue only which 


can make you truly happy in this | 


world as well as in the next, 

There. is. a. fort of Bravery and 
Greatneſs of Soul, which does more { 
truly ennoble. us than. the higheſt | 
Title, and it conſiſts in living up to 
the dignity of our Natures, being {ſo 
{enſible of our own worth as to think 
our ſelves too great todoa degenerate 
and unbecoming thing ; in paſling 
indifferently thro* Good and Evil 
Fortune, without being corrupted 
by the one or depreſt by the other. 
For ſhe that can do ſo, gives evi- | 
dence that her Happineſs depends 


not on ſo mutable a thing as this 
World; 
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World ; but, in a due ſubſerviency 
to the Almighty, is botton''d only 
on her own great Mind. This is the 
richeſt Ornament, and renders a 
Woman glorious in the loweſt For- 
'tune, So ſhining is real worth, that 
like a Diamond it loſes not its luſtre 
tho* caft on a Dunghill, Whereas, 
ſhe who is advanc'd to ſome eminent 
Station and wants this natural and 
ſolid Greatneſs, is no better than 
Fortunes May-game rendered more 
conſpicuous that ſhe may appear the 
more contemptible, Let thoſe there- 
fore who value themſelves only on 
external accompliſhments, conſider 
how liable they are to decay, and 
how ſoon they may be depriv*d of 
. them, and that ſuppoſing they ſhou'd 
continue, they are but ſandy Foun- 
dations to build Eſteem upon. What 
a diſappointment will it be to a 
Ladies Admirer as well as to her 
ſelf, that her Converſation ſhou'd 
loſe orendanger the Victory her eyes 
had gain'd ! For when the Paſſion of 
a Lover 
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' her Duſt, and extending its Perfume 
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a Lover id Exchang'd for the Indif- 
ference of a Husband, and a frequent 
review has leflen'd the wonder 
which her Charms at firſt had rais'd 
ſhe'll retain no more than ſuch a for- 
mal reſpect as decency and good 
breeding will require, and perhaps 
hardly that, but unleſs he be a very 
good Man{and indeed the world 1s 
not over full of *em) their worthleſ- 
neſs has made a forfeit of his AﬀeCti- 


ons, which are ſeldom fixt by any 


other thing than Veneration and 
Eſteem. Whereas, a wiſe and good - 
Woman is uſeful and valuable in all 
Ages and Conditions ; ſhe who 
chiefly attends the one thing needful, 
the good part which ſhall not be taken 
from her. lives a cheerful and pleaſant 
Life, innocent and ſedate, calm and 
tranquill, and makes a glorious 
Exit ; being tranſlated from the 
moſt happy life on Earth, to un- 
ſpeakable happineſs in Heaven; a 
reſh and fragrant Name embalming 


to 
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to ſucceeding Ages. whilſt the 
Fools, and the worſt ſort of them 
the wicked, live as well as die in 
Miiery, g9 our in a "ſauff, leaving 
nothins but ſtench and putrefation 
behind them, 

To cloſe all, if this Propoſal which 
1s but a rough draught and rude Eſ- 
ſay, and which might be made much 
more beautiful by a better Pen, give 
occaſion to wiſer heads to improve 
and perfed& it, I have my end. For 
imperfe& as it is, it ſeems ſo defira- 
ble, that ſhe who drew the Scheme 
is full of hopes, it will not want kind 
hands to perform and compleat it. 
But if it miſs of that, it is but a few 
hours thrown away, "and a little la- 
bour in vain, which yet will not be 
loſt, if what is here offer'd may ſerve 
to expreſs her hearty Good-will, and 
how much ſhe deſires your_lmproy 
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Etters concerning the Love of. 


J G OD, between. the Author of 
the Propoſal to the Ladies, and Mr. 
John Norrts ; wherein his late Di- 
ſcourſe , ſhewing that it ought to'be 
intire and Excluſive of all other 
Loves, is farther clear'd and Juſti- 
fied, 890. | 

A Vindication of the Truth of 
Chriſtian Religion againſt the Obje- 
ions, of all Modern Oppoſers. By 
Tames Abbadie,'D.D. 890. 

A ſecond part of the Enquiry mto 
ſeyeral Remarkable Texts of the Old 

- and New Teſtament, which contain 
ſome difficulty in them: with a pro- 
bable reſolution of them. The ſe- 
cond Edit. 890. 
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*A diſcourſe concerning the Au- } 


- . : thority, Style, and Perfection. of the 
 - Books of the Qld and. New Teſta- 
. ment-; with a_continued Illuſtration 


of ſeveral difficulr Texts of Scripture 
throughout the whole work. Both - 
by John Edwards, B, D. ſometime 
Fellow of 'St. Jobn's College in Cam- 
bridge, 890, © EY 
. The Glorious Epiphany, with the 
Deyout Chriſtians Love to it. The 
Second Edition. 8v0, | 
Search the Scriptures. A Trea- 


- tiſe ſhewing that all Chriſtians ought 


to read-the -Holy - Books ; with Di- 


rections to them therein. . 


A Diſcourſe concerning Prayer, 
eſpecially. of frequenting - the daily 
Publick Prayers. All three bþy the. 
Reverend Sym.- Patrick, D. D. © - 
- The Old Religion demonſtrated 
in the Principles, and deſcribed in 
the Life and Prattice thereof. By 
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tzon, . T welves. 5A 


F ? ” . 
#- ' 4+ + 


